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Ab stract
Libraries for children and young adults are social, cultural, and educational organizations that provide the widest range of 
educational services for this delicate category of users. These services include the provision of information on the basis of 
which ideological and ethical principles are formed, as well as scientific and cultural knowledge from various fields, in written, 
electronic, and audiovisual forms. A good children’s library becomes friend to children during the process of acquiring primary 
education and literacy skills enabling them to participate and contribute to the development of the community in the future. 
Based on the UNICEF Convention on the Rights of the Child, IFLA/UNESCO Guidelines for Development 2001, IFLA Guidelines 
for Library Services to Children aged 0–18, documents and papers presented at IFLA congresses, and a number of sources 
dealing with these issues, the paper discusses the mission, vision, goals, resources, and the role of children’s libraries, as well 
as inclusive services and the needs of children that they can meet. It also attempts to answer the question of what is expected 
of children’s libraries and librarians who work with children. The aim of the article is to show the librarians the path and ways 
to traverse and change their ways of handling the library resources and services in the future.  

Keywords: children’s library, children’s library services, mission, purpose, reading habits, sustainable development, inclusive 
education, library literacy

In tro duc tion

The world is for our chil dren. They are the fu tu re le a ders of na ti ons. Chil dren must be ar and 
fa ce the con se qu en ces of to day. The su sta i na ble de ve lop ment is to be ac hi e ved from the ir per-
spec ti ves in al most all are as of li fe. Over the years, the world has been chan ging sig ni fi cantly. 
Tec hno lo gi es in the ir li ves are se e med as a bles sing and a cur se at the sa me ti me. All the chan ges 
are oc cur ring to day to cre a te an op por tu nity and ne ces sity for a tran sfor ma tion in the edu ca tion 
system and in the way chil dren are ta ught. From now, mind ful pre pa red ness is a must for ste e-
ring the en gi nes to re ach the adven tu ring chan ges full of right in for ma tion at right ti me. Be fo re 
go ing in to the de ta ils, we must be su re as to who can be con si de red as “chil dren”. Ac cor ding to 
the Na ti o nal Chil dren Po licy of Ban gla desh, and by the de fi ni tion of the Uni ted Na ti ons Or ga ni za-
tion, the chil dren are all per sons un der 18 years of age.1

Li brary for Chil dren 

A pri mary mis sion of li bra ri es is to pro vi de a full spec trum of re so ur ces and ser vi ces to the 
com mu ni ti es they ser ve. Thro ugh this mis sion they ce le bra te and pre ser ve the ide als of a de moc-
ra tic so ci ety by ma king ava i la ble the wi dest pos si ble ran ge of vi ew po ints, ou tlets, pro grams, and 

1  UNI CEF, Con ven tion on the Rights of the Child, ac ces sed May 15th 2020, https://www.uni cef.org /child-rights-con ven tion; Mi ni stry of 
Wo men and Chil dren Af fa irs, Na ti o nal Chil dren Po licy of Ban gla desh (Go vern ment of the Pe o ples’ Re pu blic of Ban gla desh, 2011), 
ac ces sed April 2nd 2020, http://ecd-ban gla desh.net /do cu ment/do cu ments/Na ti o nal-Chil dren-Po licy-2011-En glish-04.12.2012.pd f.
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so u r ces, in or der to en su re that everyone has the op por tu nity to par ti ci pa te in to day’s in for ma-
tion so ci ety.2

In for ma tion is now a right to hu man as of so cial, po li ti cal, eco no mic and se cu rity aspects. A 
li brary in tra di ti o nal or vir tual form is very es sen tial for pro vi ding right in for ma tion to all ca stes 
of pe o ple in the world. The chil dren or young adults are the most con si de ra ble gro up who need 
in for ma tion to grow well and lead the so ci ety which is full of chal len ges. The chil dren well equ-
ip ped with up da ted in for ma tion in the re spec ti ve are as can me et and ac hi e ve sig ni fi cant go als. 
Only li bra ri es in any form can help the chil dren and young adults to do so.

In the early sta ges, chil dren are gu i ded by the ir sen ses and emo ti ons. They are very ac ti ve, 
men tally, emo ti o nally and al so physi cally. They ha ve the de si re and a na tu ral cu ri o sity to le arn. 
Co lor ful ma te ri als and ob jects in the co lor ful world at tract them as a world of co lors is in the ir 
thin king and ac ti ons. As the but ter fli es fly from one flo wer to anot her, the chil dren al so lo ve to 
fly from one dre amy world to anot her. For this re a son, chil dren li brary sho uld be a li vely, che-
er ful and wel co ming pla ce. Re a ding sho uld be enjoyable and chil dren sho uld feel re la xed when 
brow sing and using the ir bo ok col lec ti ons. To gi ve chil dren po si ti ve ex pe ri en ces of bo oks and the 
li brary, the re sho uld not be too many ru les and bin dings for the chil dren and young adults. This is 
a chan ce for chil dren to ex plo re what is ava i la ble and di sco ver the po wer of re a ding. A chil dren’s 
li brary must be of easy ac cess to every child in a so ci ety.

Li bra ri es for chil dren and young adults are so cial, cul tu ral, and edu ca ti o nal or ga ni za ti ons 
that pro vi de edu ca ti o nal ser vi ces which in clu de the pro vi sion of in for ma tion on the ba sis of 
which ide o lo gi cal and et hi cal prin ci ples are for med, as well as sci en ti fic and cul tu ral know led ge 
from va ri o us fi elds, in writ ten, elec tro nic, and au di o vi sual forms, as well as the ot her for mats of 
in for ma tion car ri ers.

The Mis sion of the Chil dren’s Li brary 

The mis sion of the chil dren’s li brary is to ser ve as le ar ning and cul tu ral cen ter that ac qu i res 
and pro vi des me a ning ful ac cess to age and abi lity ap pro pri a te in for ma tion, pro grams, and ser-
vi ces, in lan gu a ges re le vant to the mul ti cul tu ral com mu nity of chil dren, the ir fa mi li es and ca-
re gi vers. Sup por ting li te racy, le ar ning and re a ding are uni ver sally re cog ni zed as cen tral to the 
ac hi e ve ment of this mis sion.3

The pur po se of the chil dren’s li brary is to pro vi de re so ur ces and ser vi ces in a va ri ety of me-
dia to me et the ne eds of chil dren of all ages and abi li ti es for the ir edu ca tion, in for ma tion, and 
per so nal de ve lop ment. This in clu des rec re a tion and le i su re, and al so sup por ting chil dren’s he-
alth and well be ing. Li brary ser vi ces for chil dren play an im por tant ro le in the de ve lop ment and 
ma in te nan ce of a de moc ra tic so ci ety by of fe ring the child ac cess to a wi de and va ried ran ge of 
know led ge, ide as and opi ni ons.4

Op por tu ni ti es to de ve lop lan gu a ge, li te racy and re a ding are im por tant. The chil dren’s li brary 
has a key part ner ship ro le in hel ping to de ve lop the se skills, by fa ci li ta ting me a ning ful ac cess to 
re so ur ces and ser vi ces for chil dren and the ir fa mi li es.5

2  Ame ri can Li brary As so ci a tion, In tel lec tual Fre e dom Com mit tee Sub com mit tee on the Im pact of Me dia Con cen tra tion on Li bra ri-
es, “Fo ste ring Me dia Di ver sity in Li bra ri es Stra te gi es and Ac ti ons”, 2, ac ces sed April 2nd 2020, https://oif.ala.org/oif/wp-con tent/
uplo ads/2017/08/Fo ste ring-Me dia-Di ver sity-Fi nal-06-23-07.pd f.

3  IFLA Li brary Ser vi ces to Chil dren and Young Adults Sec tion, IFLA Gu i de li nes for Li brary Ser vi ces to Chil dren aged 0–18, 2nd ed. (IFLA, 
Ju ne 2018), ac ces sed April 2nd 2020, https://www.ifla.org/fi les/as sets/li bra ri es-fo r-chil dren-and-ya/pu bli ca ti ons/ifla-gu i de li nes-
fo r -li brary-ser vi ces-to-chil dren_aged-0-18.pdf.

4  Ibid.

5  Ibid.
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The Go als of the Chil dren’s Li brary 

•  To fa ci li ta te the right of every child to in for ma tion, li te racy, cul tu ral de ve lop ment, li fe long 
le ar ning and cre a ti ve pro grams in le i su re ti me;

• To pro vi de chil dren with ac cess to a wi de ran ge of ap pro pri a te re so ur ces and me dia;
• To help chil dren de ve lop di gi tal me dia in for ma tion li te racy skills;
• To pro vi de cul tu ral and rec re a ti o nal pro grams, ori en ted to wards re a ding and li te racy;
• To pro vi de va ri o us ac ti vi ti es for chil dren, pa rents and ca re gi vers;
• To ad dress bar ri ers for chil dren and to advo ca te for the ir fre e dom and sa fety;
• To en co u ra ge chil dren to be co me con fi dent and com pe tent in di vi du als and ci ti zens;
•  To fa ci li ta te com mu nity part ner ships so to get her we pro vi de pro grams and ser vi ces to all 

chil dren and the ir fa mi li es in the com mu nity, in clu ding tho se on the mar gins of the do mi-
nant gro up, who may be eco no mi cally di sa dvan ta ged.6

Con si de ra ti ons for the Chil dren’s Li brary

• Spa ci o us as pos si ble for re a ding and enjoying bo oks and in for ma tics items;
•  Com for ta ble staying for the chil dren with im pres si ve se a ting ar ran ge ment (cha irs or 

mats);
• Eno ugh na tu ral air, light for chil dren to read in the li brary pla ce;
• Brig hter, at trac ti ve and co lor ful li brary walls;
• At trac ti ve dis play of new ar ri vals, in te re sting bo oks and in for ma tion;
•  Ava i la bi lity of pup pets, toys or ani ma ted things that re a ders can use to re-enact the sto ri-

es are must;
• Re ac ha ble shel ves with bo oks easy to mo ve and to re mo ve items;
• Vi si ble po si ti o ning of ti tles and he a dings;
• Bo oks sho uld be kept at re a ders’ eye le vel;
•  In-ho u se tem pe ra tu re of the li brary ro om must be at to le ran ce le vel of the young re a ders 

with the chan ges of the na tu ral se a sons.7

Re so ur ces of the Chil dren’s Li brary

The re so ur ces of the chil dren’s li brary are va ried in terms of types and va lu es. The se in clu de 
not only se ri o us bo oks, but al so co mics, bo oks for le i su re re a ding, bo oks for she er enjoyment 
etc.8 ob vi o usly, the in for ma ti ve va lue of the bo oks can ne ver be un de re sti ma ted. Re so ur ces are 
ho u sed he re which gi ve op por tu ni ti es to de ve lop the skills of le ar ning, li ste ning, spe a king, re-
a ding, and wri ting. The re so ur ces must sup port for mal, in for mal, and spe cial edu ca tion of the 
stu dents. Thro ugh the se bo oks, the chil dren must be able to un der stand ot her pe o ple, the ir be-
ha vi or, cul tu res, en vi ron ment and si tu a ti ons. They al so ought to get the know led ge of the wi der 
world.

6  6 IFLA Li brary Ser vi ces to Chil dren and Young Adults Sec tion, IFLA Gu i de li nes for Li brary Ser vi ces to Chil dren aged 0–18.

7  Ra zi na Ak hter, Su sta i na bi lity of In for ma tion Ser vi ces In Chil dren’s Li bra ri es In The Twenty First Cen tury (Cal cut ta: Uni ver sity of Cal cut ta, 
2016).

8  He i di Kay Ham mond, Co mics and Mul ti mo dal Li te racy: A Re a der Re spon se Study (Min ne so ta: Uni ver sity of Min ne so ta, 2009); Leoné 
Ti e men sma, “Vi sual li te racy: to co mics or not to co mics? Pro mo ting Li te racy Using Co mics”, Pa per pre sen ted on World Li brary and 
In for ma tion Con gress: 75th Ifla Ge ne ral Con fe ren ce and Co un cil 23–27 Au gust 2009, Mi lan, Italy, ac ces sed May 15th, https://www.
ifla.org/past-wlic/2009/94-ti e men sma-en .pd f ; J. E. Ilog ho, “The ro le of pic tu re bo oks in pro mo ting re a ding cul tu re among Ni ge rian 
chil dren”, In ter na ti o nal Jo u r nal of Aca de mic Li brary and In for ma tion Sci en ce 3 (2) (2015 Feb.): 65–71.



TEMA Читалиште 36 (мај 2020) 55
 
 Akhter R. “Message to Children in Documents and Literature on Children’s Libraries and Librarians “, 52–59

In clu si ve Li brary Ser vi ces

An in clu si ve li brary is a vi tal com mu nity re so ur ce, ad dres sing the di ver se in for ma tion ne eds of 
all mem bers in the com mu nity.9 En han cing the ac ces si bi lity of lo cal pu blic li bra ri es helps bu ild so-
cial ca pi tal, in cre a sing the ca pa city of the com mu nity to me et the ne eds of all its ci ti zens, in clu ding 
tho se with di sa bi li ti es, and par ti cu larly tho se with de ve lop men tal di sa bi li ti es. Ac tu ally, in clu si ve 
idea is a dyna mic con cept and new mo dels will ke ep evol ving. Child fri endly per sons or te ac hers 
of to day will ha ve to be equ ip ped with know led ge and skills to ma in tain an in clu si ve en vi ron ment. 
Tho ugh this is chal len ging, it is al so in te re sting, be ca u se de a ling with di ver si ti es le ads to im pro ving 
han dling or te ac hing skills. In clu sion me ans brin ging the part to the who le. It me ans the pro cess of 
in clu ding chil dren with spe cial ne eds in to the re gu lar ser vi ces, not only physi cally and lo cally but 
al so with sup port ser vi ces to pro vi de for all the ir spe cial ne eds in the re gu lar ser vi ce whe re they 
le arn with all chil dren in the sa me ne ig hbor hood. The in clu si ve li brary ap pro ach me ans to re ach, 
with all works and ser vi ces, every child of the so ci ety, in clu ding the dif fe rently abled ones.10

Li bra ri es in the main stre am and for mal li ne are nor mally una ble to pro vi de ser vi ces or cre-
a te op por tu ni ti es and fa ci li ti es for in for ma tion ser vi ces to wards dif fe rently abled chil dren and 
young adults. This li brary is sup po sed to cre a te con ge nial en vi ron ment and fa ci li ti es to in clu de 
them in the list of re a ders and use rs.

Chil dren’s Ne eds

Nor mal in tel lec tual and emo ti o nal de ve lop ment mo ves chil dren from the li mi ted per spec ti-
ves of in fancy to an in cre a sing awa re ness and un der stan ding of ot hers. Ho we ver, li ke all nor mal 
de ve lop ment, this re qu i res ex pe ri en ce. Whi le it is a true to say “all chil dren de ser ve to see them-
sel ves re flec ted in the ir bo oks”, it is not eno ugh. To de ve lop em pathy and be co me a re spon si ble 
mem ber of a mul ti cul tu ral so ci ety, a child al so ne eds aut hen tic, ap pe a ling por trayals  of ot hers. 
Ac cess to know led ge and mul ti cul tu ral ric hness of the world, as well as li fe long le ar ning and li-
te racy skills ha ve be co me the pri o rity of our so ci ety. A good chil dren’s li brary be co mes fri end to 
chil dren of fe ring and ena bling li fe long le ar ning and ac qu i si ti on of li te racy skills ena bling them 
to par ti ci pa te and con tri bu te to the com mu nity.

On the ot her hand, young adults and te e na gers need spa ce which they can call the ir own – a 
spa ce that is in vi ting, en ric hing and sa fe. In or der for them to feel at ho me in and con ti nue to 
use the ir school and pu blic li bra ri es, they must feel wel co me and en co u ra ged to put the ir stamp 
of ow ner ship and be lon ging ness.

In the age of ever fast gro wing tec hno lo gi es, te e na gers are far mo re li kely to ha ve know led ge 
of a wi der ar ray of cul tu res. By using, ex plo ring, and ex po sing them sel ves to the in ter net fa ci li-
ti es, te ens can ex pand the ir so cial cir cles far out si de the ir im me di a te re alm. For so me te ens, the 
li brary is the only tec hno logy so u r ce ava i la ble to them, go ing from a ge ne ral so ur ce of in for ma-
tion to the ul ti ma te so cial net wor king si te. As such, the in ter net ac cess is ne ces sary in or der to 
su stain this ex plo ra ti on.

Te e na ger’s qu e sti on – Who am I? The re are two ways they de fi ne them sel ves: by what they 
read and what they cre a te. By sha ring the ir re a ding and ide as with ot hers, they can be gin to 
an swer that qu e sti on. To feel that the ir li brary is re ally the ir own, te ens must see them sel ves 

9  Wendy Scott, The Ac ces si ble Ca na dian Li brary II (Ot ta wa, ON: Na ti o nal Li brary of Ca na da, 1996), ac ces sed April 17th 2020, http://
www.col lec ti on sca na da.ca/obj /p10/f2/eacc-can.pdf; Ca na dian Li brary As so ci a tion, Ope ning the bo ok: A stra tegy for a na ti o nal net-
work for equ i ta ble li brary ser vi ce for Ca na di ans with print di sa bi li ti es (Ot ta wa, 2005), ac ces sed April 17th 2020, http://www.cla.ca/is su es/
nnels_fi nal_au gust2005.pd f.

10  Su san D. Mo i sey, “The In clu si ve Li bra ri es Ini ti a ti ve: En han cing the Ac cess of Per sons with De ve lop men tal Di sa bi li ti es to In for ma-
tion and Com mu ni ca tion Tec hno logy”, De ve lop men tal Di sa bi li ti es Bul le tin v 35, n1–2 (2007): 56–71.
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re flec ted in the ir li te ra tu re and be en co u ra ged to cre a te and in ter act with li brary ma te ri als, in-
clu ding print, me dia and elec tro nic re so ur ces.

What Do We Ex pect from a Chil dren’s Li brary

For prescho o lers 

Li bra ri es of fe red lit tle or not hing for chil dren be low the age of 3. But very re cently, many 
li bra ri es ha ve in tro du ced pro grams for in fants, be ca u se this age is a cru cial ti me in the de ve lop-
ment of lan gu a ge skills. The va lue of the se events li es in gi ving pa rents or ca re gi vers the bac kgro-
und on how to sti mu la te and en co u ra ge a child’s de ve lop ment, as well as en ter tain tod dlers.11

Few pro grams are de sig ned only for new pa rents. They re ce i ve li brary in for ma tion kits thro-
ugh ho spi tals, adop tion cen ters, and pa ren tal clas ses. The se kits ge ne rally con tain in for ma tion 
on how to sti mu la te a child’s lan gu a ge de ve lop ment thro ugh ga mes, songs, and ot her ac ti vi ti es. 
They al so in clu de lists of bo oks for baby-le ar ners. So me ti mes so me li bra ri es in vi te pa rents to 
bring in the ir chil dren, no mat ter how young, for spe cial pro grams, such as pa ren t–child story 
ho u rs in the eve ning. In this pro gram pa rents can le arn fin ger plays, songs, rhymes, and ot her 
ac ti vi ti es they can use at ho me to en ter tain and sti mu la te the ir in fants.12

At the age gro up of 3–5 years

Chil dren of this age gro up usu ally enjoy par ti ci pa ting in gro up ac ti vi ti es. Con se qu ently, many 
li bra ri es ar ran ge this pro gram for this age gro up, and pa rents ge ne rally do not need to stay with 
the ir kids thro ug ho ut the se events. Po pu lar ac ti vi ti es in clu de re a ding aloud, storytel ling, film 
shows, pup pet shows, arts and crafts, and re a ding-cir cles pro grams.13

For school chil dren 

Li bra ri es can play an im por tant ro le for school be gin ners. For ele men tary school chil dren, 
the re are va ri a ti ons of read-aloud and storytel ling ho urs that of ten in clu de di scus si ons and pre-
sen ta ti ons by the chil dren them sel ves.14

For the stu dents of pri mary scho ols, the re may al so be bo ok talks, cre a ti ve wri tings, se mi nars, 
wall ma ga zi nes, po e try re a dings/re ci ta tion, read-ba sed ge ne ral know led ge com pe ti tion in in ter-
scho ols and na ti on wi de en vi ron ment.

At the age gro up of 7–9 years 

This is an espe ci ally cri ti cal ti me for chil dren. The se are the years when they nor mally ma-
ke the tran si tion from just he a ring and lo o king at pic tu re bo oks to re a ding in de pen dently for 
enjoyment and for scho ol work. How well they ma ke this tran si tion will de ter mi ne much abo ut 
the qu a lity of the ir li ves. It is very im por tant to pro vi de them well writ ten bo oks at this sta ge. A 
story that will ma ke them la ugh or help want to know what hap pens next will mo ti va te them to 
read even tho ugh it’s dif fi cult.15

11  U.S. De part ment of Edu ca tion, Beyond Bo oks: Li brary Ser vi ces for Chil dren, ac ces sed April 17th 2020, https://www.re a din groc kets.
or g /ar tic le/be yon d-bo oks-li brary-ser vi ces-chil dren.

12  Ak hter, Su sta i na bi lity of In for ma tion Ser vi ces In Chil dren’s Li bra ri es In The Twenty First Cen tury.

13  Ibid.

14  Ibid.

15  Ibid.
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Se con dary school stu dents

One of the most im por tant and fre qu ent li brary ser vi ces for this age gro up of stu dents co uld 
be the re a ding com pe ti tion pro gram. Re se ar ches show that kids who ha ve re a ding ha bits fi nish 
the school year with stron ger re a ding skills than tho se who don’t. So it is very im por tant to en-
co u ra ge kids to par ti ci pa te in such pro grams, par ti cu larly if they ha ve any dif fi culty with re a-
ding. The re may al so be bo ok talks, cre a ti ve wri ting, se mi nars, wall ma ga zi nes, po e try re a dings 
/ re ci ta tion.

For te e na gers 

This age gro up of chil dren is mo re in de pen dent, so li brary will ha ve so mew hat dif fe rent ser vi-
ces when it co mes to hel ping them use the li brary and en co u ra ging them to read for rec re a tion. 
Ac tu ally, the re is no cle ar-cut  ca te gory of bo oks for te e na gers or young adults, alt ho ugh the re 
are many no vels writ ten espe ci ally for te e na gers. Li bra ri es can de ve lop spe cial pro grams for te-
ens to help them as they ma ke the tran si tion in to adult hood. For in stan ce, at so me li bra ri es the re 
are te e na ge advi sory bo ards to en su re that pro grams and ma te ri als for youth ac tu ally me et the ir 
ne eds. So me li bra ri es pu blish bo ok re vi ews writ ten by the ir te e na ge pa tr ons or help young pe o ple 
in the com mu nity to pu blish the ir own new slet ters or ma ga zi nes. Many li bra ri es en list te e na gers 
to help with pro grams for youn ger chil dren, such as re a ding com pe ti tion thro ugh cre a te a re a-
ding club storytel ling, and the a ter or chil dren film ma king. In ad di tion, li bra ri es fre qu ently of fer 
part-ti me job op por tu ni ti es for te ens, both vo lun te er and paid, to help with such as chec king in 
bo oks and re-shel ving ma te ri als.16

Ro le of a Chil dren’s Li bra rian

Chil dren’s li bra ri ans ha ve pri ded them sel ves on the col lec ting of ap pro pri a te li te ra tu re for 
chil dren. They glibly spe ak of pro vi ding re a der gu i dan ce, do ing re fe ren ce, gi ving bo ok talks, and 
tel ling sto ri es. Many ta ke pri de in the ir abi lity to se lect bo oks that are good for chil dren, wit-
ho ut be ing con cer ned for tho se who fail to ta ke advan ta ge of the ir good of fe rings. So me vi ew 
them sel ves as pro vi ding the best for the most when in ac tu a lity they of fer the most to the best. 
Ver ba li za ti ons abo ut free ac cess be co me me re rhe to ric if many in the com mu nity still vi ew the 
li bra rian as a “ja i ler of bo oks.” The li bra ri an’s ima ge chan ges only as her or his ro le chan ges. The-
re is lit tle fre e dom whe re the li bra rian shel ves the bo oks and gu ards the ir use, scre ens tho se who 
en ter and re gu la tes the ir ap pe ti tes, or exe cu tes fi nes for mi su se and la te ness. Fre e dom is lar gely 
ba sed on know led ge; the re fo re, the com mu nity must be ma de awa re of li brary ser vi ces and the 
li bra rian must know the com mu nity.17

Many chil dren’s li bra ri ans ha ve lit tle know led ge of the com mu nity or chil dren they ser ve. 
Co ur ses in the so ci o logy and psycho logy of child hood are sel dom of fe red in li brary scho ols, nor 
are stu di es on is su es per ti nent to mi no rity po pu la ti ons ge ne rally re qu i red. In esta blis hing the 
chan ging ro le of the li bra rian, the in clu sion of such co ur ses in tra i ning pro grams is of pri me im-
por tan ce. Upon em ployment in a gi ven com mu nity, pro vi si ons sho uld be ma de for the chil dren’s 
li bra rian to gain furt her know led ge of the spe ci fic lo ca le. Such in for ma tion can be gat he red 
thro ugh me e tings with school per son nel, pa rents, com mu nity le a ders, rec re a tion di rec tors, and 
so cial wor kers. Still furt her in sight will be ga i ned thro ugh di rect par ti ci pa tion and con ver sa tion 

16  Kat hryn Per kin son, Hel ping Your Child Use the Li brary (Mic hi gan: Uni ver sity of Mic hi gan Li brary, 1989), 15.

17  Bin nie L. Ta te, “The Ro le of the Chil dren’s Li bra rian in Ser ving the Di sa dvan ta ged”, Li brary Trends Oc to ber, 1971): 395, ac-
ces sed ac ces sed April 17th 2020, https://www.ide als.il li no is.ed u/bit stre am/han dle/2142/6605/li brarytrendsv20i2q_opt.
pdf?se qu en ce=1&isAl lo wed=y.
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with chil dren. With this bac kgro und, the se lec tion of ma te ri als for the li brary ho pe fully be co mes 
a re flec tion of com mu nity ne eds. New met hods of ap pro ac hing the to tal com mu nity are in di ca-
ted thro ugh se e ing and he a ring all of its ex pres sed con cerns. The li bra ri an’s ro le by ne ces sity will 
then be chan ged.18

Con clu sion

A good chil dren li brary be co mes fri end to chil dren with li fe long le ar ning and li te racy skills 
ena bling them to par ti ci pa te and con tri bu te to the com mu nity. The chil dren or young adults are 
the most con si de ra ble gro up who need in for ma tion to grow well and lead the so ci ety which is 
full of chal len ges. The chil dren well equ ip ped with up da ted in for ma tion in the re spec ti ve are as 
can me et and ac hi e ve this goal. Li bra ri es can help the chil dren and young adults to the sa me.

Young adults and te e na gers need spa ce which they can call the ir own – a spa ce that is in vi-
ting, en ric hing and sa fe. It sho uld be a li vely, che er ful and wel co ming pla ce. Re a ding sho uld be 
enjoyable and chil dren sho uld feel re la xed when brow sing and using the ir bo ok col lec ti ons. To 
gi ve chil dren and young adults po si ti ve ex pe ri en ces of bo oks and the li brary, the re sho uld not be 
too many ru les and bin dings. For so me te ens, the li brary is the only tec hno logy so u r ce ava i la ble 
to them, go ing from a ge ne ral so ur ce of in for ma tion to the ul ti ma te so cial net wor king si te. As 
such, in ter net ac cess is ne ces sary in or der to su stain this ex plo ra ti on. To feel that the ir li brary is 
re ally the ir own, te ens must see them re flec ted in the ir li te ra tu re and be en co u ra ged to cre a te 
and in ter act with li brary ma te ri als, in clu ding print, me dia and elec tro nic re so ur ces. 

Many chil dren’s li bra ri ans ha ve lit tle know led ge of the com mu nity or chil dren they ser ve, and 
many in the com mu nity still vi ew the li bra rian as a “ja i ler of bo oks”. Ser vi ce ma na ger i.e. li bra-
rian or in for ma tion sci en tist of the chil dren’s li brary must ha ve very fri endly and co lor ful per so-
na lity with hig hest le vel of pro fes si o na lism as well as emo ti o nal ma ters. The com mu nity must be 
awa re of li brary ser vi ces and the li bra rian must know the com mu nity. The chil dren’s li brary must 
be of easy ac cess to all chil dren of the so ci ety. 
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По ру ка де ци у до ку мен ти ма и ли те ра ту ри о 
деч јим би бли о те ка ма и би бли о те ка ри ма

Са же так
Библиотеке за децу и младе су друштвене, културне и образовне организације које обезбеђују најшири спектар 
образовних услуга за ову деликатну категорију корисника. Ове услуге подразумевају пружање информација на 
основу којих се формирају идеолошки и етички принципи, као и научно и културолошко знање из различитих 
области, у писаном, електронском и аудио-визуелном облику. Добра дечја библиотека постаје пријатељ деци 
током процеса стицања основног образовања и вештина писмености, омогућавајући им да у будућности 
учествују у развоју заједнице и активно му доприносе. На основу UNICEF Конвенције о правима детета, IFLA/
UNESCO смерница за развој 2001, IFLA смерница за библиотечке услуге за децу узраста од 0–18 година, 
докумената и радова представљених на IFLA конгресима и низа извора који се баве овим питањима, у раду 
се говори о мисији, визији, циљевима, ресурсима и улози дечјих библиотека, као и инклузивним сервисима и 
потребама деце које они могу да задовоље. Уз то, рад покушава да одговори на питање шта се очекује од дечјих 
библиотека и библиотекара који раде са децом. Циљ му је да покаже библиотекарима пут којим би требало да 
иду и начин како да њиме крену и како да промене приступ управљању библиотечким ресурсима и услугама у 
будућности.

Кључне речи: дечја библиотека, услуге дечје библиотеке, мисија, сврха, навике читања, одрживи развој, 
инклузивно образовање, библиотечка писменост 
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