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Ab stract
Finnish library services for children and young adults are an integral part of Finnish society, education and societal life. The 
article highlights the historical development and present day of Finnish library system as well as describes the best practices 
on the activities libraries provide for young clientele and their caretakers.

After World War II, Finland started a rapid rise towards being a modern nation. Reading as a pastime hobby gained popularity, 
there were more education possibilities, the level of education was on the rise and young people spent more years in school 
instead of starting to work early. All this had a positive effect on library services. The changes in education and society had their 
effect on children’s library services as well, and today children’s and youth libraries are an essential part of Finnish society.

Unlike in many other countries, Finland does not have school libraries in every school. At the moment, there are some excellent 
school libraries and dedicated school librarians but majority of schools are served with public libraries. The line between 
school library and public library is blurred, as majority of visits may be of pupils but the connection between high quality 
education and well-functioning library service has enabled libraries and schools to develop common goals, objectives and 
strategies. 
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De  ve lop ment of Fin land and Its Li bra ri es

The Re pu blic of Fin land ce le bra ted its 100th an ni ver sary as an in de pen dent co un try two years 
ago.1 In spi te of qu i te young age, the co un try is well de ve lo ped, we althy and mo dern. Just last 
year, Fin land was an no un ced to be the hap pi est co un try in the world by UN’s Su sta i na ble De-
ve lop ment So lu ti ons Net work.2 The fac tors we re GDP per ca pi ta, so cial sup port, he althy li fe 
ex pec tancy, fre e dom to ma ke li fe cho i ces, fre e dom from cor rup tion and ge ne ro sity.3 This has 
hap pe ned, if not over night but in a very fast pa ce. Af ter World War II Fin land was a po or, ru ral 
and a bit iso la ted co un try with no in ter na ti o nal ex port. So mas si ve ef forts and in vest ments in 
edu ca tion and wel fa re so ci ety ena bled this ra pid de ve lop ment. I’m happy to cla im that the pu blic 
li brary system has al so do ne its sha re to ma ke it hap pen.

A Nor dic wel fa re mo del pro vi des ba sic edu ca tion free of cha r ge for everyone. He alth ca re, so-
cial ca re and child ca re are free/very af for da ble and at everyone’s dis po sal. This al so ap pli es for 

1  Ul la Pötsönen has been a chil dren+youth li bra rian and bo ok tal ker, now she has tran si ti o ned in to in de pen dent tra i ner and advo ca-
tor. Her main cur rent in te rests are fu tu res fo re sight, su sta i na ble de ve lop ment and hel ping li bra ri es be co me mo re re si li ent. She is 
ac ti ve in Fin nish Li brary As so ci a tion as well as IFLA EN SU LIB. 
Parts of this text has been pre sen ted in In ter na ti o nal Sympo si um on Li brary Ser vi ces for Chil dren and Young Adults, Gang ne ung Ko-
rea and pu blis hed in an on li ne new slet ter of Na ti o nal Li brary of Ko rea, 2018.

2  The UN Su sta i na ble De ve lop ment So lu ti ons Net work (SDSN), ac ces sed Au gust 20th 2019, https://www.unsdsn.org/; Su sta i na ble 
De ve lop ment So lu ti ons Net work, World Hap pi ness Re port 2020, ac ces sed March 3rd 2020, https://hap pi ness-re port.s3.ama zo naws.
com /2020/WHR 20.pdf .

3  Th e Con sti tu tion of Fin land, ac ces sed Ja nu ary 12th 2018, http://www.fin lex.fi/en/la ki/ka an nok set/1999/en 19990731_20111112.pd f.
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pu blic li bra ri es. They are con si de red as ba sic, lo cal mu ni ci pal ser vi ce, which gu a ran te es li bra ri es’ 
exi sten ce even when the eco nomy is tight. In Fin land the re is a mo dern pu blic li brary in every 
mu ni ci pa lity. Pa tr ons ha ve free ac cess to ma te ri als, equ ip ment, ser vi ces and pro fes si o nal staff, 
fa ce-to -fa ce as well as on li ne. The bu il dings, ser vi ces, bo ok mo bi les staff etc. are fun ded 100% 
with pu blic fun ding (from the sta te and mu ni ci pa lity).

Al ready at me di e val ti mes the re we re li bra ri es in Fin nish mo na ste ri es, but they we re de fi-
ni tely not open for au di en ce, chil dren le ast of all. Uni ver sity li bra ri es ap pe a red in 1600s. First 
pu blic li bra ri es or re a ding ro oms with re a ding cir cles we re esta blis hed in the la te 1700s, as the 
le gi sla tion aro und ge ne ral edu ca tion and li te racy spread. Du ring 1800s the li brary net work ex-
pan ded, so the re we re over 400 li bra ri es by the end of cen tury. The se li bra ri es al ready might ha ve 
a shelf for chil dren. Chil dren’s li brary as a con cept was ta ken in to con si de ra tion in the be gin ning 
of 1900s, the first chil dren’s de part ment was ope ned in Tur ku city li brary in 1904. Story ho u rs, 
gu i dan ce on hol ding bo oks and ot her ac ti vi ti es we re held from the early 1900s.

As sta ted ear li er, af ter WWII Fin land sta r ted a ra pid ri se to wards be ing a mo dern na tion. Re-
a ding as a pa sti me hobby ga i ned po pu la rity, the re we re mo re edu ca tion pos si bi li ti es, the le vel 
of edu ca tion was on the ri se and young pe o ple spent mo re years in school in stead of star ting to 
work early. All this had a po si ti ve ef fect on chil dren’s li brary ser vi ces. The chan ges in edu ca tion 
and so ci ety ha ve had the ir ef fect on the li brary ser vi ces, and to day chil dren and youth li bra ri es 
are an es sen tial part of Fin nish so ci ety.4

Edu ca tion System

Fin nish edu ca tion system con sists on early child hood edu ca tion and ca re (at the age of 1–5 
years), preschool (age 6 years), ba sic edu ca tion (7–16 years), up per se con dary edu ca tion and/or 
vo ca ti o nal se con dary edu ca tion, hig her edu ca tion and af ter that li fe-long le ar ning pos si bi li ti es. 
Preschool and ba sic edu ca tion are free, as well as hig her edu ca tion. Stu dents at up per/vo ca ti o-
nal se con dary edu ca tion, uni ver si ti es and uni ver si ti es of ap plied sci en ces need to pay for the ir 
study ma te rial and equ ip ment. Du ring ba sic edu ca tion al so the study ma te ri als are pro vi ded to 
pu pils. No wa days ta blets and sma rt de vi ces ha ve been re pla cing or en han cing study bo ok ma te-
ri als al ready from early sta ge.

Te ac her tra i ning is of a high le vel, te ac her qu a li fi ca ti on be ing Ma ster’s de gree. The re are very 
few pri va te scho ols, and the le vel of edu ca tion is sup po sed to be har mo ni sed thro ug ho ut the co-
un try, whet her ru ral or ur ban area. In real li fe this is not al ways the ca se, as the lo cal re so ur ces 
vary. Al so so me re mo te parts of the co un try are not so de si ra ble for te ac hers, so it is dif fi cult to 
fill the open po si ti ons so me ti mes. 

Te ac hers fol low na ti o nal cur ri cu lum, but the re are no na ti o nal exams be fo re ma tri cu la tion 
exam at the age of 19 nor school in spec ti ons. Lo cal cur ri cu la is be ing cre a ted even on an in di-
vi dual school le vel, and it ta kes in to con si de ra tion the de mo grap hic and re gi o nal fe a tu res. The 
new na ti o nal co re cur ri cu lum (from 2016) sets high stan dards for in cre a sing pu pil’s in de pen dent 
eva lu a tion and plan ning skills, col la bo ra tion skills and mul ti di sci pli nary thin king. Mul ti li te racy, 
ac ti ve ci ti zen ship and su sta i na ble de ve lop ment are seen as co re ele ments. As for pu blic li bra ri es, 
the cur ri cu lum pla ces de mand for high-qu a lity ser vi ces and sup port.5

4  The de ve lop ment of Fin nish li brary system, ac ces sed May 25th 2018, http://jo ur nals.sa ge pub.co m/do i/pd f/10.1177/0340035212444506; 
Fin nish Li brary As so ci a tion, Ac ces sed Au gust 10th 2019. https://su o men kir ja sto se u ra.fi /in -en glish/. 

5  Spe cial Fe a tu res of Fin nish Edu ca tion System, ac ces sed Au gust 10th 2019, http://mi ne du.fi /en /ko u lu tu sjar je stel man-erityis pi ir te et; 
Hig hlights of the na ti o nal co re cur ri cu lum, ac ces sed Au gust 10th 2019, http://www.oph.fi/en glish/cur ri cu la_and _qu a li fi ca ti ons/ba-
sic_edu ca tion/cur ri cu la_2014; Fin nish Edu ca tion System, ac ces sed Au gust 10th 2019, http://mi ne du.fi /en /edu ca tion-system.
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School Li bra ri es and Pu blic Li bra ri es Ser ving Edu ca ti o nal In sti tu ti ons

Un li ke in many ot her co un tri es, Fin land do es not ha ve school li bra ri es in every school. Alt ho-
ugh it has been man da tory to pro vi de ma te rial and li te racy edu ca tion to all school pu pils sin ce 
the Gram mar School Act from 1866, it can be eit her a school li brary or a pu blic li brary in clo se 
vi ci nity/at  pu pils’ dis po sal. This act has been pla cing mo re de mands on pu blic li bra ri es and on the 
ot her hand school li bra ri es ha ve be co me ob so le te in many parts of the co un try. Espe ci ally mo-
bi le li bra ri es act as school li bra ri es as the ir ro u tes co ver the mu ni ci pa lity area. At the mo ment, 
the re are so me ex cel lent school li bra ri es and de di ca ted school li bra ri ans but ma jo rity of scho ols 
are ser ved with pu blic li bra ri es. Vo ca ti o nal se con dary scho ols, uni ver si ti es and uni ver si ti es of 
ap plied sci en ces ha ve the ir own in for ma tion and li brary ser vi ces.6

How do the pu blic li bra ri es ser ve scho ols, te ac hers and young pe o ple then du ring the school 
ho urs and free ti me? That is the to pic for the next chap ters.

Li brary as a Spa ce: De sig ning a New Li brary or Re no va ting Pre sent Spa ces

The re is a li brary bu il ding in every mu ni ci pa lity in Fin land. Ac cor ding to Na ti o nal Li brary Ser-
vi ce Qu a lity Re com men da tion, 80% of po pu la tion sho uld ha ve ac cess to a li brary/mo bi le li brary 
wit hin 2km. Ta ken in to con si de ra tion the spa r sely po pu la ted ru ral are as of Fin land (only 17 ppl/
km2) this me ans a den se net work of li bra ri es and mo bi le li brary ro u tes even at the co un trysi de. 

School chil dren be ne fit from the clo se ness of the li brary or re gu lar mo bi le li brary stop. Li-
brary ser vi ces are in te gral part of the school day, not just a vi sit every now and then.

De sig ning a New Li brary

The lo ca tion of li bra ri es no wa days is a com bi na tion of ac ces si bi lity and the synergy of co o-
pe ra tion. Most of new li bra ri es are de sig ned part ne ring a mu ni ci pa lity cen tre, school, shop ping 
mall or ot her pu blic in sti tu tion. The bu il dings may in clu de he alth ca re cen ter, youth ho u se or 
kin der gar ten as well as the li brary. This co o pe ra tion and col la bo ra tion me ans bet ter know led ge 
of the exi sting pa tr ons and pos si bi li ti es to re ach as wi de an au di en ce as pos si ble.7 Un for tu na tely 
many exi sting li brary bu il dings (as well as ot her pu blic bu il dings) suf fer from bad qu a lity in do-
or air or even mold, so so me li bra ri es need to mo ve pre mi ses un vo lun ta rily and wit ho ut a gre at 
plan ning pro cess.

Self-ser vi ce li bra ri es with ac cess on a li brary card/per so nal ID gu a ran te es bet ter ac ces si bi lity 
du ring eve nings, we e kends and pu blic ho li days. Li bra ri es si tu a ted next to a school are usu ally 
open for school clas ses thro ug ho ut the day, whet her open or not. The li ne bet we en school li brary 
and pu blic li brary is blu r red, as ma jo rity of vi sits may be of pu pils.

Re no va ting or Re-de sig ning Li bra ri es

Tig hte ning sta te bud get on bu il ding new li bra ri es for ces li brary per son nel to a gre at cre a ti-
vity when re no va ting and re-de sig ning the spa ces. Ma king the li brary as user-fri endly as pos si ble 
might in clu de fur ni tu re on whe els pro vi ding pos si bi li ti es to dif fe rent layouts: per for man ce spa-
ce, wor kshop spa ce, school clas sro om, si lent re a ding ro om… Pro vi ding a steady Wi Fi is a ba sic 
re qu est, al so ta blets or ot her sma rt de vi ces for pu pils’ dis po sal im pro ve the le ar ning ex pe ri en ce 

6  The  sta te of school li bra ri es in Fin land, ac ces sed 10 Au gust 10th 2019, http://slq.nu/?ar tic le=vo lu me-46-no -1-2013-10.

7  Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion, “Ar tic le abo ut the li brary fi eld in Fin land”, Ac ces sed Au gust 10th 2019, http://mi ne du.fi /do cu-
ments/1410845/4150031/Li brary+ser vi ces/65df0ce2-685f-4c3c-9686-53c108641a5c/Li brary+ser vi ces.pdf .
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in the li brary. Li brary pa tron gro ups are in vol ved with the re no va ting and plan ning pro ject thro-
ugh par ti ci pa tory plan ning met hods.

The Im por tan ce of Li brary as a Spa ce

One can not over-emp ha si ze the im por tan ce of li bra ri es as a free, third spa ce. In ad di tion to 
tra di ti o nal way of lo o king at the li brary spa ce for pre sen ting ma te ri als and ser vi ces, chil dren and 
young pe o ple as well as pa rents, ca re ta kers and te ac hers uti li ze the spa ce in nu me ro us ways: as 
a school class, le ar ning spa ce, wa i ting ro om, pla ce for me e ting and chat ting, pla ce for le ar ning 
im por tant so cial skills (pre teen fl oc king, te e na ger hi e rar chi es, re la ti ons with ot hers, pla ce to be 
seen…)… Not ha ving to pay for using the spa ce and kno wing the re’s al ways an adult at the pre-
mi ses ma kes li brary an at trac ti ve spa ce. Espe ci ally im mi grant youth enjoy the li brary as a sa fe 
pla ce, as the re might not be a si mi lar con cept back in the ir ho me co un tri es.

What Hap pens in the Li bra ri es: Ac ti vi ti es, Pro gram ming

Sup por ting the Cur ri cu lum, Non for mal and In for mal Le ar ning

Pu blic li bra ri es ha ve a re spon si bi lity on sup por ting the le ar ning and de ve lo ping the mul ti li te-
racy of school chil dren. The re are se ve ral cur ri cu lum re la ted ac ti vi ti es and se ve ral mu ni ci pa li ti es 
ha ve a writ ten con tract sta ting the tasks of the school and the li brary.8 The re are al so writ ten 
agre e ments on ge ne ral cul tu ral edu ca tion thro ug ho ut the who le ba sic edu ca tion. The se cul tu ral 
paths are struc tu red cul tu ral edu ca tion pro gram mes that pro vi de re gu lar cul tu ral ex pe ri en ces 
for school chil dren. One li brary path from my pre vi o us work pla ce of Jo en suu Re gi o nal Li brary 
con si sted on 4 steps:

•  1st gra ders (7 year old) are wel co med in to the li brary as a gro up, gi ven a li brary card and 
to ur;

• 3rd gra ders (10 year old) get a de sig na ted re a ding pro mo tion les son, bo ok talk;
•  7th gra ders (13 year old) par ti ci pa te to a me dia li te racy wor kshop held to get her with the 

mu ni ci pal youth work;
•  9th gra ders (15 year old, last year of com pul sory ba sic edu ca tion) are gi ven a bo nus card for 

be ne fits: free re ne wal of a li brary card, free or di sco un ted ac cess to events if the re’s an 
en tran ce fee…).

Most school chil dren vi sit the ir clo sest li brary re gu larly, we ekly or even se ve ral ti mes a we ek. 
Du ring the school ho u rs the vi sits are re la ted to the ir school tasks, in for ma tion re tri e val or re a-
ding. The vi sits can be ac com pa nied by the te ac her or the pu pils use the li brary in de pen dently. 
Most li bra ri es pro vi de re a ding di plo mas, bo ok talks, in for ma tion li te racy te ac hing (in the form 
of qu ests, qu iz zes...) and ot her ac ti vi ti es re la ted to school cur ri cu lum. Te ac hers re qu est ma te rial 
ac cor ding to the study to pics, li bra ri ans al so gat her ma te rial pac ka ges for acu te the mes such as 
se a sons, ce le bra ti ons, the me days and cam pa igns. The co o pe ra tion bet we en li bra ri ans and te-
ac hers is con stant and mu tual, li brary might send New slet ters to the scho ols or the in sti tu ti ons 
plan the ir ac ti ons for school year to get her.

So met hing ex tra might be the re cep tion of re a ding dog in the li brary. Re a ding dogs are tra-
i ned and cer ti fied ani mals, the ir goal is to stren gthen the self-este em of a child le ar ning how 
to read. Kids with re a ding dif fi cul ti es be ne fit from re a ding to dogs, as well as re stless chil dren. 

8  The exam ples of the best prac ti ce: OECD – In no va ti ve Le ar ning En vi ron ment Pro ject, Fin land Ac ti ve Child hood and Youth in Ku o pio: 
Cul tu re Path pro gram me, ac ces sed Ja nu ary 12th 2018, http://www.oecd.org/edu ca tion/ce ri/49750409.pd f; Li brary for Ci ti zens: The Way 
for ward for Pu blic Li bra ri es 2016–2020, ac ces sed May 25th 2017, https://www.kir ja stot.fi/si tes/de fa ult/fi les/con tent/yle i sten-kir ja-
sto jen-su un ta-2016-2020-we b-en .pd f.



48 Читалиште 36 (мај 2020) TEMA
 
 Pötsönen U. “Children of Library Land…”, 44–51 

So me scho ols even ha ve a the rapy dog pre sent in the class ro om hel ping the chil dren to calm 
down and ta ke re spon si bi lity.

An in cre a sing part of sup por ting the cur ri cu lum is the usa ge if ICT. Co ding clubs, ro bo tics and 
te ac hing ot her tec hni cal no vel ti es for school chil dren is no wa days com mon in pu blic li bra ri es. 
Cre a ting Ma ker Spa ces for 3D prin ting or bu il ding ro bots, mat he ma tic clubs or STEM wor kshops 
are on the bor der bet we en school ac ti vi ti es and fre e ti me ac ti vi ti es. One po pu lar sci en ce wor-
kshops in many li bra ri es has been a sli me wor kshop. Chil dren le arn the ba sics of polymers and 
col lo i dic su spen si ons al so known as sli me (ma de from glue, po ta to sta rch, con tact len se li qu id, 
oil and li qu id so ap).

Na tu rally li te ra tu re re la ted events, such as aut hor vi sits, li te ra tu re wor kshops and the me 
days are ce le bra ted to get her with lo cal scho ols. The re is a year clock of cam pa ign days ran ging 
from tra di ti o nal ce le bra ti ons to na ti o nal fa iry ta le day, the ca len dar is fol lo wed both by the scho-
ols and the li bra ri es. The me events aro und po pu lar fic tion such as Ha rry Pot ter or War ri or Cats by 
Erin Hun ter at tract a va ried au di en ce.

Li brary is a gre at pla ce for non for mal le ar ning. Eve ning or af ter noon wor kshops of cre a ti ve 
wri ting, co ding, sci en ce or lan gu a ges pro vi de a playful en vi ron ment for me e ting ot her chil dren 
and le ar ning new skills. In for mal or ac ci den tal le ar ning ta kes pla ce in the li brary as well. Just ta-
king out a bo ok from the shelf and brow sing it will te ach the child so met hing.

Fre e ti me and Fa mily Ac ti vi ti es

Fre e ti me ac ti vi ti es are even mo re playful and re la xed at the li brary. Every sum mer do zens of 
Fin nish li bra ri es esta blish sum mer re a ding cam pa ign, be fo re Christ mas the re are nu me ro us advent 
ca len dars aro und the li te ra tu re the me. The la test hit might be cre a ting an esca pe ro om in a li te ra te 
fas hion. The re are co un tless over night li bra ri es or over night li bra ri es for plush toys ta king pla ce 
in li bra ri es. The lat ter one is a met hod of pre sen ting chil dren dif fe rent aspects of li brary work 
thro ugh pic tu res and vi de os, using the ir fa vo u ri te toys as au di en ce. Al so it ser ves as a tra i ning of 
de a ling with se pa ra tion an xi ety. Plush toys pic tu res are hu gely po pu lar, al so with adults au di en ce.

Fa mily ac ti vi ti es in clu de story ho urs, dra ma or baby co lor baths™ are an art edu ca tion met-
hod for the very smal lest, com bi ning vi sual, au di o nal and tac ti le sen sa ti ons. Events for the who-
le fa mi li es, re a ding aloud cam pa igns and story ho u rs im pr o ve the fa mily bon ding as well as the 
de ve lop ment of the child.

In clu si ve, Ac ces si ble and Di ver gent Ac ti vi ti es

Wha te ver the li brary ac ti vity might be, the ac ces si bi lity is su es and al ways ta ken se ri o usly. 
Physi cal ac ces si bi lity in clu des easy ac cess spa ces and men tal ac ces si bi lity. Li bra ri es want to pro-
vi de a fe e lin gthat the li brary is me ant for everyone and is a sa fe ap pe a ling spa ce.

Chil dren with re a ding dif fi cul ti es or di sa bi li tes are ta ken in to con si de ra tion both de sig ning 
the li brary pre mi ses and ac qu ring a va ried col lec tion. Age-ap pro ri a te easy read bo oks, e-bo oks 
and Da isy ma te rial are ea sily re cog ni sa ble and dis po sed. Ho me work help gro ups and study gro-
ups as sist school chil dren with dif fi cult ho mework or pro vi de a sa fe pla ce to spend the af ter-
noon, the se gro ups are not ex tra (pri va te) tu to ring but mo re of a pe er gro up ba sed.

Pro vi ding ac cess is not only abo ut di sa bi li ti es but al so the va ri ety of in for ma tion for chil dren 
and your pe o ple in dif fe rent li fe si tu a ti ons and bac kgro unds. Fin nish li bra ri es do not cen sor ma-
te rial, but pro vi de vast in for ma tion abo ut se xu a lity, gen der, men tal and ot her he alth is su es and 
ot her qu e sti ons con cer ning ado le scen ce and gro wing up. Me dia and in for ma tion li te racy skills 
are the key to grow up as an in for ma tion-savvy and ci ti zen with ci vic skills re qu i red in the fu tu re.

The ne eds of chil dren and fa mi li es with lan gu a ge and cul tu ral va ri ety are ser ved, whet her 
it is abo ut ma in ta i ning the mot her ton gue or in te gra ting to Fin nish so ci ety. The re is a na ti o nal 
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Mul ti lan gu a ge li brary ser ving all li bra ri es, pro vi ding ma te rial and as si stan ce in nu me ro us lan gu-
a ges that a sin gle small li brary can not pos sibly ha ve aqu i si ti ons. The na ti o nal li brary of vi su ally 
im pa i red, the na ti o nal li brary of sign lan gu a ge, Sa mi lan gu a ge li brary and Rus sian lan gu a ge li-
brary sup ple ment the col lec ti ons.9

Par ti ci pa tory Ap pro ach: In vol ving Part ners and Espe ci ally Chil dren and Young Adults 
to De ci sion-Ma king and Ac ti vi ti es

Chil dren and young adult li brary ser vi ces are al ways de sig ned and im ple men ted in co o pe ra-
tion with se ve ral ac tors: li brary com mu nity, scho ols, dayca re, mu ni ci pa lity youth work, cul tu re 
work, so cial work, lo cal as so ci a ti ons… Scho ols are usu ally the clo sest part ners, so the re are 
writ ten agre e ments of col la bo ra tion bet we en li bra ri es and scho ols. The se agre e ments sta te and 
fra me the re spon si bi li ti es, sha red ac ti ons, sche du les, pos si ble sha red bud gets etc. Li bra ri es are 
not obli ged to ha ve the se agre e ments by law, but they are handy for stra te gic plan ning.

But it’s not only the adults who are be ing he ard. It is sta ted in Fin nish le gi sla tion that young 
pe o ple need to be awa re of de ci si ons con cer ning them sel ves and they are to be gi ven op por tu-
ni ti es to ha ve an im pact on the de ci si ons. The chil dren ha ve right to know and af fect the is su es 
con cer ning them sel ves, al ready from an early age. This right has to be put in to ef fect age-ap-
pro pri a tely. One exam ple of this are the Youth co un cils. Mu ni ci pa li ti es must fa ci li ta te a Youth 
co un cil for young pe o ple aged 15–19 years. Youth co un cils are are nas for le ar ning de moc ra tic 
po licy-ma king and the pro ce du res of city co un cil me e tings. Li bra ri es of ten con sult youth co un-
sils for is su es abo ut te e na gers, as the co un cils are the ea si est way to re ach the age gro up.10

For on li ne ac ti vity, the re is an on li ne de moc racy tool Nu or te ni de at.fi . Lots of young pe o ple 
as so ci a ti ons al so en co u ra ge the ir mem bers to ac ti ve di a lo gue with adults on is su es con cer ning 
youth.

Li bra ri es ha ve dif fe rent types of chil dren and young pe o ple bo a rds or pa nels. They con sist 
of ac ti ve young pe o ple who want to im pro ve the ir own en vi ron ment and or ga ni se ac ti vi ti es for 
ot hers. The bo ards can be in char ge of or ga ni sing events or the me days, ac ting as a mes sen ger 
bet we en pa rents and li brary or gi ving di rect ide as for im pro ving the li brary ser vi ces.

Anot her way of par ti ci pa ting young pe o ple is to pro vi de in tern ship and sum mer job pos si bi-
li ti es in the li bra ri es. An nu ally, se ve ral 13 to 15 year olds ser ve one to two we eks in the li bra ri es 
as on-the-job-le ar ning in terns. Sum mer  jobs are of fe red to young pe o ple aged 18–23 years. Stu-
dents from dif fe rent fi elds can spend 4 to 16 we eks as an in tern in the li bra ri es.

In ad di tion to this, li bra ri es ac ti va te chil dren and young pe o ple with pro vi ding spa ce for ex hi-
bi ti ons and per for man ces. School art pro ject can be dis played at the lo cal li brary, this way al so 
ex ter nal au di en ce (fa mily, re la ti ves…) can vi sit the ex hi bi ti on. Dif fe rent types of school per for-
man ces ta kes pla ce in li bra ri es re gu larly, whet her be it mu sic, cho ir, dra ma or dan ce.

Last, but de fi ni tely not le ast met hod of ac ti va ting young pe o ple is re gu lar and va ried col lec-
tion of fe ed back. Na ti o nal sur veys and sta ti stics com bi ned with lo cal sur veys map the ne eds, 
wis hes and gri e van ces of the au di en ce. Gat he ring the nu me ri cal in for ma tion is a way of not just 
me e ting the re qu i re ments sta ted by na ti o nal aut ho ri ti es but al so a tool of de ve lop ment. The li-
bra ri es gat her fe ed back lo cally from part ners such as scho ols, pa rents, as so ci a ti ons etc. on a re-
gu lar ba sis. The opi nion of young pe o ple them sel ves is im por tant too. Chil dren’s li bra ri ans li sten 
ca re fully the ir pa tr ons, col lec ting fe ed back for mally but most of the ti mes very in for mally and 
ca su ally. The de ve lop ment is ba sed on the real ne eds of the com mu nity and the chan ges di sco-
ve red in the li brary use rs (or non-users) be ha vi o ur.

9  Na ti o nal unit of li brary col la bo ra tion, Li bra ri es.fi , ac ces sed Au gust 10th 2019, https://www.li bra ri es.fi /.

10  Youth Co un cils, ac ces sed May 25th 2018, http://www.nu va.fi /what-is-a-youth-co un cil.
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The Fu tu re of Fin nish Li brary Ser vi ces for Chil dren and Young Pe o ple

As men ti o ned ear li er, the de ve lop ment of Fin nish li bra ri es as a vi tal ba sic ser vi ce has been 
se cu red by strong le gi sla tion and de ci sion-ma king. The con nec tion bet we en high qu a lity edu ca-
tion and well-fun cti o ning li brary ser vi ce has ena bled li bra ri es and scho ols to de ve lop com mon 
go als, ob jec ti ves and stra te gi es. If we want to ke ep the sta tus quo and even im pro ve it, the re’s a 
lot that ne eds to be do ne.

The new na ti o nal cur ri cu lum will pla ce pu blic li bra ri es in front of new chal len ges and tasks. 
The chan ging so ci e tal en vi ron ment pro vi des chal len ges as well, with ra pidly gro wing im mi grant 
po pu la tion, aging Fin nish po pu la tion or chan ging po li ti cal at mosp he re na ti o nally/in ter na ti o-
nally. Fol lo wing the UN su sta i na bi lity de ve lop men tal go als, li bra ri es need to fo cus on sup por ting 
the wel fa re and equ a lity.

Fin nish li bra ri es are an es sen tial part of the net work of ke e ping the so ci ety well edu ca ted, 
in for med and pro vi ding pos si bi li ti es of en ter ta in ment, so cial in ter ac tion as well as per so nal 
growth. In or der to me et the chal len ges, li brary work with fa mi li es, chil dren and young pe o ple is 
even mo re re le vant than ear li er.
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Де ца у зе мљи би бли о те ка – про шлост, са да шњост и бу дућ ност 
фин ских би бли о теч ких услу га за де цу и мла де

Ре зи ме
Библиотечке услуге за децу и младе представљају саставни део друштвеног живота и образовања у Финској. 
Текст приказује историјски развој и садашњост финског библиотечког система и описује примере најбоље 
праксе у домену активности које библиотеке обезбеђују за младе и њихове старатеље.

Након Другог светског рата, финска нација је започела убрзано да се креће у правцу модернизације. Читање 
из разоноде и задовољства постало је популарно, било је више могућности за образовање, образовни ниво је 
растао, а млади су проводили више година у школи, уместо да рано почну да раде. Ови трендови допринели су 
да се развију разноврсније библиотечке услуге. Промене у образовању и у друштву утицале су и на библиотечке 
услуге за децу те тако данас библиотеке за децу и младе представљају есенцијални део финског друштва.

За разлику од многих других земаља, у Финској не постоји школска библиотека у свакој школи. Тренутно 
делују неколико изврсних школских библиотека и посвећених школских библиотекара, али већина школа 
користи услуге јавних библиотека. Линија између школске и јавне библиотеке није јасно повучена јер највећи 
број посета остварују можда управо ученици, али веза између висококвалитетног образовања и ефикасне 
библиотечке услуге омогућује библиотекама и школама да имају заједничку сврху, циљеве и стратегију.

Кључне речи: Финска, школске библиотеке, јавне библиотеке, библиотечке услуге за децу, образовање
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Прихваћено за објављивање: 5. фебруара 2020.
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