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Sum mary
This work brings to life some new facts and presents the cooperation between the International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions (IFLA) and the associations of librarians in Serbia, in four and a half decades, between 1931 and 
1976. In the period between the two world wars, this cooperation was established and maintained by the Yugoslav Library 
Association (1931–1940), especially its Belgrade Section, and after the Second World War it was realized through the Serbian 
Library Association (1948–1976) as a part of the Association of Librarians in Yugoslavia.
Yugoslavia, in the fi rst period as a kingdom, and in the second as a socialist country, represents a state-legal framework 
to examine the phenomena of library associations and international cooperation. The Yugoslav Library Association was 
the predecessor of the Serbian Library Association, but under the new conditions of socialist construction, mentioning the 
organization from the previous, bourgeois period was undesirable. Nine years of the activity of the fi rst professional library 
association in Yugoslavia were not evaluated in the right way: association that was founded later with the vast majority of 
former members and historians of librarianship, talked rarely about its existence, mainly for the political reasons.
Considering knowledge of the development of librarianship in national frameworks the basis for building a professional 
identity of librarians, the authors of this paper are trying to shed light on cooperation with IFLA as essential for maturing 
of the professional self-awareness. Taking into account that economic opportunities and political infl uences in the past 
decades have made this process diffi  cult, the authors are trying to oppose their shared memory, common values, the feeling 
of belonging and self-respect as an identity property. Moreover, nowadays in Serbia there is a strong need for re-evaluation 
of the role and importance of library associations in order to reposition the profession, interrelations of professionals and 
modalities of voluntary work.
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In tro duc tion

Alt ho ugh no wa days Ser bian li bra ri ans, at va ri o us le vels and in va ri o us aspects, ta ke an ac ti ve 
part in the work of the In ter na ti o nal Fe de ra tion of Li brary As so ci a ti ons and In sti tu ti ons – IFLA, 
only few of them know that pro fes si o nal co o pe ra tion with this or ga ni za tion lasts for over 85 years.1 

1  The pa per was writ ten wit hin the pro ject Di gi tal Me dia Tec hno logy and So cio-Edu ca ti o nal Chan ge, No. 47020, of the Mi ni stry of Sci en ce 
and Tec hno lo gi cal De ve lop ment of the Re pu blic of Ser bia.



ОДРАЗ Читалиште 35 (новембар 2019) 45
 
 Stokić Simončić G. et al. “IFLA and Professional Associations in Serbia: The First 45 Years”, 44–53

In spi te of the fact that both ar chi val and prin ted ma te rial (in Ser bia and IFLA) te stify abo ut this 
co o pe ra tion, its ran ge not only has not been eva lu a ted, but it has ne ver been pre sen ted in chro no-
lo gi cal or der, which sho uld pre ce de the eva lu a tion. Esta blis hing chro no logy in co o pe ra tion Ser bian 
li bra ri ans with IFLA is one of the go als of this pa per.

De ca des-long pro fes si o nal re la ti ons bet we en Ser bian li bra ri ans and IFLA we re ta king pla ce in 
dif fe rent sta te, po li ti cal and eco no mic fra me works: from the King dom of Yugo sla via thro ugh the 
So ci a list Fe de ral Re pu blic of Yugo sla via and the Fe de ral Re pu blic of Yugo sla via to the Re pu blic 
of Ser bia.2 This pa per de als with two pe ri ods – the first co vers the ti me bet we en the two world 
wars, and the ot her sta rts af ter the Se cond World War and ends in the eig hti es of 20th cen tury. As 
Ser bian li bra ri an ship do es not ha ve a synthe tic and analyti cal over vi ew of pro fes si o nal ran ges in 
the 20th cen tury, in ter na ti o nal co o pe ra tion, sha ped thro ugh IFLA, is one of the pos si ble aspects 
of ob ser va tion.

Con si de ring that the know led ge of the de ve lop ment of li bra ri an ship in na ti o nal fra me works 
is the ba sis for bu il ding a pro fes si o nal iden tity of li bra ri ans, the aut hors of this pa per are trying 
to shed light on the aspect of co o pe ra tion with IFLA as es sen tial for ma tu ring pro fes si o nal self-
awa re ness. Ta king in to ac co unt that eco no mic op por tu ni ti es and po li ti cal in flu en ces ha ve ag gra-
va ted this pro cess in the past de ca des, they are trying to op po se the ir sha red me mory, com mon 
va lu es, the fe e ling of be lon ging and self-re spect as an iden tity pro perty. This is mo re so to day in 
Ser bia the re is a strong need to re de fi ne the ro le of li brary as so ci a ti ons and the ir sig ni fi can ce for 
the po si tion of pro fes sion, the mu tual re la ti ons of pro fes si o nals wit hin the pro fes sion and the 
mo da li ti es of vo lun tary work.

The Ar chi ve of the Yugo slav Li brary As so ci a tion, lo ca ted in the Uni ver sity Li brary Sve to zar 
Mar ko vić in Bel gra de, was the main so ur ce for the be gin ning of re se arch on co o pe ra tion with the 
In ter na ti o nal Fe de ra tion of Li brary As so ci a ti ons (IFLA).3 The con fir ma tion of this co o pe ra tion 
can al so be fo und in the Re ports of the In ter na ti o nal Li brary Com mit tee and the IFLA Co un cil 
(Ac tes du Co mi te In ter na ti o nal des Bi bli ot he qu es et du Con seil de la FI AB (Pro ce e dings of the In ter na ti o nal 
Li brary Com mit tee and of the Co un cil of IFLA) 1932–1968,4 sto red at the he a dqu ar ters of this or ga-
ni za tion in The Ha gue (The Net her lands), which ha ve al so been used in the work. In ad di tion, a 
num ber of texts and re ports we re fo und in Bi bli o te kar (Li bra rian), the first post-war li brary jo u r nal 
of the Ser bian Li brary As so ci a tion (1947–), re fer ring to the ac ti vi ti es of Yugo slav li bra ri ans in the 
fi eld of co o pe ra tion with IFLA, but al so to the ap pli ca tion of ru les and stan dards in cor po ra ted in 
the work of do me stic li bra ri es of all types. 

2  Yugo sla via was the na me for three suc ces si ve sta tes in So ut he ast Eu ro pe, which ran ged from 1929 to 2003. The King dom of 
Serbs, Cro ats and Slo ve nes was esta blis hed in 1918, and in 1929 it was re na med the King dom of Yugo sla via (so me ti mes known as 
the first Yugo sla via). Du ring the Se cond World War, Yugo sla via was oc cu pied by the Axis po wers. In 1945, for a short ti me the re 
was a De moc ra tic Fe de ral Yugo sla via, a for mal mo narchy, but al ready with the do mi nant re pu bli can or der. On No vem ber 29, 
1945, the Fe de ral Pe o ple’s Re pu blic of Yugo sla via was dec la red – a fe de ra tion of 6 re pu blics and 2 au to no mo us pro vin ces (known 
as the se cond Yugo sla via). The new Con sti tu tion was adop ted in 1963, by which the co un try was re na med the So ci a list Fe de ral 
Re pu blic of Yugo sla via. In the early 1990s, the SFRY bro ke up in the ci vil war, but the two for mer re pu blics, Ser bia and Mon te ne-
gro, de ci ded to con ti nue the Yugo slav idea, and on April 27, 1992, the Fe de ral Re pu blic of Yugo sla via (the third Yugo sla via) was 
dec la red. On Fe bru ary 3, 2003, the con sti tu ti o nal cha r ter of the Sta te Union of Ser bia and Mon te ne gro was adop ted, by which 
the se two re pu blics con ti nued the exi sten ce of a com mon sta te for anot her three years (un til the dec la ra tion of in de pen den ce of 
Mon te ne gro in May 2006), but the na me „Yugo sla via” was can ce led. – Yugo sla via, ac ces sed May 9th 2019, https://sr.wi ki pe dia.
or g/wi ki/Ју го сла ви ја.

3  Ar chi ve of the Uni ver sity Li brary Sve to zar Mar ko vić in Bel gra de, Ar chi ve of the As so ci a tion of Yugo slav Li bra ri ans.
The se are six bo xes of ma te rial (mar ked 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8), and two no te bo oks (6, 7), con ti nu o usly pa gi na ted, with la bels and the in-
scrip tion Ar chi ve of the As so ci a tion of Yugo slav Li bra ri ans. The first fi ve bo xes con tain ma te ri als, whi le the last con ta ins the stamps of 
the As so ci a tion. The two no te bo oks are in fact a re gi ster (6) and the me e ting mi nu tes of the Ge ne ral Ad mi ni stra tion of the Yugo-
slav Li brary As so ci a tion 1931–1939 (7). It is in te re sting that the na me on the la bels i.e. bo xes do es not cor re spond to the of fi cial 
na me of the As so ci a tion, which we will he re af ter use as the only re le vant one. This co uld in di ca te so me ne gli gen ce of the per son 
who pla ced the ma te rial in bo xes. In the bo xes them sel ves, on the fol ders, as well as on all do cu ments, the na me Yugo slav Li brary 
As so ci a tion is used. 

4  This pu bli ca tion was the of fi cial ga zet te of the Or ga ni za tion bet we en the two world wars, as well as af ter World War II.
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Yugo slav Li brary As so ci a tion and 
the In ter na ti o nal Fe de ra tion of Li brary As so ci a ti ons and In sti tu ti ons 1931–1939

Yugo slav Li brary As so ci a tion (YLA) star ted its work in mid-1931, af ter its three sec ti ons we-
re cre a ted in Bel gra de, Za greb and Lju blja na, and it su spen ded ac ti vi ti es in la te 1939, af ter the 
re so lu tion on the fo un ding of the in de pen dent Cro a tian Li brary As so ci a tion, adop ted by the Za-
greb Sec tion. The Lju blja na Sec tion was then li qu i da ted, and the Bel gra de Sec tion con ti nued its 
work un til April 1940, when its ad mi ni stra tion held its last me e ting.

The ent hu si asm and mo men tum mar king the be gin ning of the work of the As so ci a tion (1931–
1940) are ama zing. Thro ugh the Ru les of the Yugo slav Li brary As so ci a tion,5 the main tasks and go als 
we re set,6 two con gres ses of the As so ci a tion we re held (1931 and 19377), a law on pu blic li bra-
ri es was draf ted, the need for the cre a tion of a na ti o nal bi bli o graphy and a cen tral ca ta lo gue of 
bo oks in Yugo sla via was pre pa red, prin ted ma te rial for the pro fes si o nal jo ur nals we re col lec ted, 
se ve ral pro fes si o nal mo no graphs we re pu blis hed, co o pe ra tion with in ter na ti o nal as so ci a ti ons 
was esta blis hed etc.

The ear li est do cu ment on the co o pe ra tion of the In ter na ti o nal and Yugo slav Li brary As so-
ci a tion is sto red in the IFLA ar chi ves in The Ha gue, da ted De cem ber 15, 1931.8 It is a let ter in 
which the pre si dent of the Yugo slav Li brary As so ci a tion, Sve to zar Ma tić,9 asks the pre si dent of 
IFLA, Wil li am War ner Bis hop, to ad mit YLA in to IFLA mem ber ship. The fol lo wing year, Ma ri ja 
Ilić-Aga po va,10 PhD, head of the Li brary and Mu se ums of the Mu ni ci pa lity of Bel gra de, at ten ded 
the IFLA con gress in Bern.

From the Re port of the He a dqu ar ter of the Bel gra de Sec tion for 1933,11 we find out that Ma-
ri ja Ilić-Aga po va, on Fe bru ary 18, wit hin the se ri es of edu ca ti o nal pro grams for li bra ri ans, held 
a lec tu re on IFLA and her par ti ci pa tion in the abo ve men ti o ned con gress. The first pa ges of her 
bo ok Pu blic Li bra ri es, which ap pe a red in 1934, are de di ca ted to the work of this in ter na ti o nal li-
brary as so ci a tion. Li bra ri ans and wi der cul tu ral pu blic in Yugo sla via co uld read its short hi story, 
as well as the in for ma tion abo ut the proc la i med go als and IFLA me e tings. The aut hor al so sta tes 
that YLA was ac cep ted as the 26th mem ber of this as so ci a tion.12

5  Ap pro ved by the Mi ni stry of In ter nal Af fa irs in Bel gra de in No vem ber 1931 and pu blis hed in 1932.
6  “The mis sion of the As so ci a tion, de fi ned by the ru les, was work on im pro ving li brary pro fes sion in the King dom of Yugo sla via, 

which will be a mo re suc cessful help to sci en ce and edu ca tion... The ob jec ti ves of the As so ci a tion are set and ma in ta i ned: mo ni-
to ring of the de ve lop ment of sci en ce abo ut li bra ri es and its bran ches; im pro ve ment of mem bers and pre pa ra tion of sub stu di es 
thro ugh the esta blis hment of li brary school and or ga ni za tion of pe ri o dic na ti o nal co u r ses and lec tu res; is su an ce of pro fes si o nal 
pu bli ca ti ons; con tact with si mi lar or ga ni za ti ons in the co un try and in sti tu ti ons of im por tan ce for li brary ac ti vi ti es to im pr o ve staff 
po si ti ons; work on is su ing the year bo ok of Yugo slav li bra ri es; esta blis hing and ex pan si on of li bra ri es in the co un try and pro vi ding 
help for the ir work; work on or ga ni zing li bra ri es that sho uld be per for med in ac cor dan ce with the re gu la ti ons and re qu i re ments 
of mo dern trends in the pro fes sion; work on stan dar di za tion of li brary jobs; re a li za tion of standby co o pe ra tion; pro vi ding pro-
fes si o nal opi ni ons re gar ding the is su es of the li brary and li brary staff; par ti ci pa tion in in ter na ti o nal con gres ses of li bra ri ans and 
ma in te nan ce of links with pro fes si o nal or ga ni sa ti ons of li bra ri ans abroad.“ – Bi lja na M. Đu ra ši no vić, „Druš tvo ju go slo ven skih bi-
bli o te ka ra: de lo va nje i do me ti“, Či ta liš te: na uč ni ča so pis za te o ri ju i prak su bi bli o te kar stva go di na XI II, broj 25 (no vem bar 2014): 2–10, 
accessed June 24th 2019, http://ci ta li ste.rs /ca so pis/br 25/dju ra si no vic_bi lja na.pd f.

7  The first con gress of the As so ci a tion was held on No vem ber 28–29, 1931, in Za greb. At that mo ment, the As so ci a tion had 114 
mem bers: 65 from the Bel gra de Sec tion, 41 from Za greb and 8 from Lju blja na. – The ar chi ves of the Yugo slav li bra ri ans, the re port 
of the Ge ne ral ad mi ni stra tion of YLA in the year 1931–1937, sub mit ted to the se cond Con gress of the mem bers.
The se cond con gress of the YLA was held in Bel gra de, on May 23, 1937. From the Za greb Sec tion the re we re 8 de la ga tes, 4 from Lju-
blja na, and 32 from the Bel gra de Sec tion. –Đu ra ši no vić, „Druš tvo ju go slo ven skih bi bli o te ka ra…: 6.

8  IFLA Ar chiv, A let ter to W.W. Bi soph.
9  Sve to zar Ma tić (1887–1975), li te rary hi sto rian, le xi co grap her and tran sla tor; as si stant ma na ger of the Na ti o nal Li brary in Bel gra-

de 1923–1941; mem ber of the Bel gra de Sec tion YLA sin ce 1931, with mem ber ship card num ber 3.
10  Ma ri ja Ilić-Aga po va (1895–1984) gra du a ted on the Fa culty of Law with a doc to ra te in Za greb in 1923. She was the di rec tor of the 

Bel gra de Pu blic Li brary from 1932 to 1947. She was a mem ber of the Bel gra de Sec tion of the Yugo slav Li brary As so ci a tion sin ce 
its esta blis hment in 1931, in which she was ac ti ve. In ad di tion to works on li bra ri an ship, she wro te abo ut Bel gra de and tran sla ted 
do zens of bo oks and texts.

11  Ar chi ve of the Uni ver sity Li brary Sve to zar Mar ko vić in Bel gra de, Ar chi ve of the Yugo slav Li brary As so ci a tion.
12  Ma ri ja Ilić-Aga po va, Jav ne bi bli o te ke (Be o grad: Bi bli o te ka gra da Be o gra da, 2003), 132.
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At the IFLA con gress held in Ma drid in 1935, the re we re Yugo slav re pre sen ta ti ves, too. They 
we re Dra go mir Ar na u to vić13, a li bra rian at the Mi ni stry of Tran sport in Bel gra de and Jo sip Ba-
da lić,14 a li bra rian at the Uni ver sity Li brary in Za greb. Un for tu na tely, the IFLA ar chi ve con ta ins 
in for ma tion abo ut the ir pre sen ce wit ho ut a no te abo ut the con fe ren ce pre sen ta tion of Jo sip Ba-
da lić. Ho we ver, in the Bo ok of Re cords of the Bel gra de Sec tion, the re is a strict eva lu a tion writ ten 
by Ar na u to vić on Ba da lić’s re port pre pa red for IFLA which shows „idle ness, mess and cha os in 
our li bra ri es and in our co un try”. Di scus sion that fol lo wed at the Bel gra de ses sion en ded with 
the con clu sion that de le ga tes sho uld gi ve cle ar gu i de li nes for the pre pa ra tion of an nual re ports 
in the fu tu re. The se re ports we re, from 1932 on, the usual way of in for ming and mo ni to ring the 
sta te of na ti o nal li bra ri an ship among mem ber sta tes, and the YLA al so sent them to be read at 
an nual IFLA me e tings and then pu blis hed in the Ac tes du Co mi te In ter na ti o nal des Bi bli ot he qu es et du 
Con seil de la FI AB. Me li ta Pi vec Ste le, PhD, anot her re pre sen ta ti ve of the YLA in Bern, sub mit ted a 
re port for 1932; a very bri ef and un sig ned re port was sent in 1933; an un sig ned but lon ger re port 
for 1934 is pre ser ved only in ma nu script; the re port for 1935/36 was sig ned by Uroš Džo nić,15 and 
the re ports for 1937/38 and 1938/39 we re sig ned by Jo sip Ba da lić.

Jo i ning the in ter na ti o nal pro fes si o nal as so ci a tion, re gu lar payment of mem ber ship fee, sub-
mit ting an nual re ports, par ti ci pa tion of YLA mem bers at the IFLA ses si ons, mo ni to ring the sco-
pe of the pro fes sion in mo re de ve lo ped en vi ron ments, pro mo tion of in ter na ti o nal pro fes si o nal 
co o pe ra tion thro ugh pro fes si o nal lec tu res and pu blis hing ac ti vi ti es, are the main ac hi e ve ments 
of the As so ci a tion at the in ter na ti o nal le vel. They are re a li zed lar gely thanks to the work of the 
Bel gra de Sec tion. The Bel gra de Sec tion of the Yugo slav Li brary As so ci a tion was the idea cre a tor 
/ fo un der of the As so ci a tion, but al so the main pro ta go nist of the ac ti vi ti es that it de ve lo ped. 
The most nu me ro us and most ac ti ve, it has la sted the lon gest, and the re fo re can be con si de red 
as the hol der of the YLA tra di tion.

“Jud ging by the pro fes si o nal ac ti ons ini ti a ted in com pli ca ted po li ti cal and mo dest eco no mic 
con di ti ons – the pe riod bet we en the two world wars was the ti me of the ascen sion of Ser bian li-
bra ri an ship, and the vi si ons of the for mer li bra ri ans we re bu ilt in to the fo un da ti ons of the af ter-
wa r de ve lop ment of the pro fes sion in our co un try”.16 “To day, mem bers of the li brary pro fes sion 
in Ser bia can pro udly re flect on this pe riod and the first sta ge of li brary as so ci a tion: ar chi val ma-
te rial un do ub tedly con firms our right to mo ve the da te of esta blis hment of the Ser bian Li brary 
As so ci a tion al most 20 years back, and as the da te of its esta blis hment we can ta ke April 4, 1931, 
the da te when Bel gra de Sec tion be gan its work”.17

Ser bian Li brary As so ci a tion and the In ter na ti o nal Fe de ra tion of 
Li brary As so ci a ti ons and In sti tu ti ons

Sin ce it en ded the Se cond World War on the si de of the vic to ri o us co un tri es, with gre at los ses 
in hu ma nity and enor mo us ma te rial da ma ge, Ser bia be gan its de ve lop ment as a so ci a list co un try 
wit hin Yugo sla via. The be gin ning of this pe riod was mar ked by the po li ti cal bre ak of Yugo sla via 

13  Dra go mir Ar na u to vic (1883–1944), lawyer, doc to ra te in Sor bo na with the to pic Hi story of Yugo slav Ra il ways, 1937. He be ca me a 
mem ber of the YLA on March 1, 1935.

14  Jo sip Ba da lić, doc tor of Clas si cal Phi lo logy and Sla vic Stu di es, wor ked at the Uni ver sity Li brary in Za greb 1919–1945. Ba da lić, 
Jo sip, Ac ces sed July 7th 2019, http://en ci klo pe di ja.hr /na tuk ni ca.aspx?id=5148.

15  Uroš Džo nić (1887–1968) is a hi sto rian of li te ra tu re, a pro fes sor at the Bel gra de Uni ver sity; at the po si tion of the ad mi ni stra tor 
of the Uni ver sity Li brary in Bel gra de from 1921 to 1941; mem ber of the Bel gra de Sec tion YLA from 1931, with a mem ber ship 
card num ber 2.

16  Gor da na Sto kić Si mon čić, „Druš tvo ju go slo ven skih bi bli o te ka ra i Bi bli o te kar sko druš tvo Sr bi je: kon ti nu i tet pro fe si o nal nog udru-
ži va nja“, Či ta liš te: na uč ni ča so pis za te o ri ju i prak su bi bli o te kar stva go di na XVI, broj 31 (no vem bar 2017): 56–61, accessed June 24th 

2019, http://ci ta li ste.rs /ca so pis/br 31/sto kic_gor da na.pdf .
17  Ibid.
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from the So vi et Union and the ot her so ci a list co un tri es in 1948. The end of this pe riod co in ci ded 
with the fall of the Ber lin Wall and the dis in te gra tion of the Yugo slav fe de ra tion.

“So cio-po li ti cal and eco no mic cir cum stan ces in Yugo sla via and in the big gest of its six fe de-
ral re pu blics – Ser bia – we re qu i te dif fe rent from tho se in ot her so ci a list co un tri es. Af ter the 
con flict with the Co min form18 in 1948, Ser bia be gan the pro cess of re vi e wing and cri ti qu ing 
the mo del of a cen tra li zed, so ci ally-plan ned eco nomy and the bu re a uc ra tic mo del of the Com-
mu nist Party. Ser bi a’s se arch for its own iden tity led to the idea of self-go ver nan ce, eco no mic 
li be ra li za tion, and the de moc ra ti za tion of so cial and cul tu ral li fe. The co un try was mo der ni zing 
ra pidly and ope ning it self to we stern va lu es and in flu en ces, which cre a ted the pre con di ti ons 
for the la ter mo der ni za tion of li bra ri an ship, as well as the cre a tion of new, pro fes si o nal li brary 
stan dards.

Du ring the re con struc tion of the war-torn co un try, the pre do mi nantly agra rian Ser bian 
po pu la tion was su bject to a ra pid pro cess of in du stri a li za tion that in sti ga ted a mi gra tion 
to ward ur ban cen ters. Free edu ca tion re sul ted in a ra pid in cre a se of edu ca ted Serbs and 
the ide o lo gi cal se pa ra tion of the Ea stern Bloc sta tes cre a ted a cli ma te of open ness to wards 
We stern Eu ro pe and the Uni ted Sta tes of Ame ri ca. Yugo sla via be gan to enjoy for the first 
ti me an in ter na ti o nal re pu ta tion that sur pas sed its re la ti ve si ze and eco no mic strength. 
Furt her mo re, as the fo un der and le a der of the Non-Alig ned Mo ve ment, Yugo sla via pro vi ded 
Ser bia with a so lid fra me work for the la ter de ve lop ment of its own edu ca ti o nal and cul tu ral 
in sti tu ti ons…

The po li ti cal and so cial up he a vals that oc cur red thro ug ho ut the pe riod bet we en World War II 
and the Yugo slav wars pro vo ked gre at chan ges in li bra ri es. A mo re li be ral flow of bo oks, ide as, 
and in for ma tion from abroad en gen de red a re cep ti vity of Ser bian li bra ri an ship to ward Eu ro pean 
and in ter na ti o nal stan dards, trends, and pro fes si o nal va lu es. In ter na ti o nal in flu en ces ha ve, the-
re fo re, ac ti vely sha ped Ser bian li bra ri an ship in the ory and prac ti ce as well as the pro fes si o nal 
or ga ni za tion of work wit hin Ser bian li bra ri es and re la ted li brary as so ci a ti ons.”19 

In the pe riod af ter World War II, Ser bian li bra ri an ship first went thro ugh the pha se of mas-
si ve growth of re a der ship and the num ber of li bra ri es (1945–1960), then thro ugh the pha se 
of sta bi li za tion of pro fes si o nal fun cti ons and nor ma ti ve le gal fo un da tion of ac ti vi ti es (1961–
1971), to sta rt esta blis hing a li brary in for ma tion system in the third. The pe ak of the third pha se 
se ems to fall in the pe riod 1971–1980, af ter which the we ak nes ses of the pro fes si o nal or ga ni-
za tion of li bra ri ans in Yugo sla via will be hig hlig hted. Ho we ver, du ring that de ca de, the cen tra li-
zed ca ta lo gu ing of bo oks for the en ti re ter ri tory of Yugo sla via be gan in the Na ti o nal Li brary of 
Ser bia (1972), the Na ti o nal Li brary of Ser bia be ca me an IFLA mem ber as an in sti tu tion (1973), 
CIP was in tro du ced (1976), and the im ple men ta tion of the ISBD be gan (1977), which de fi ni tely 
laid the fo un da ti ons for au to ma tion. In ad di tion, for the first ti me, stra te gic do cu ments on the 
de ve lop ment of li brary and in for ma tion ac ti vi ti es in Ser bia we re adop ted.20 

Ser bian Li brary As so ci a tion (1947–) was ini ti a ted as the re sult of the jo int ef forts of li-
bra ri ans af fir med du ring the in ter war pe riod and the ent hu si asm that en te red the pro fes sion 

18  Co min form (the Com mu nist In for ma tion Bu re au) was fo un ded in 1947 with the pur po se of co or di na ting the ac ti vi ti es of the 
Com mu nist par ti es un der So vi et di rec tion. The ini tial se at of Co min form was lo ca ted in Bel gra de, Ser bia, which was at that ti me 
the ca pi tal of the Re pu blic of Yugo sla via, but the Com mu nist Party of Yugo sla via was ex pel led from the gro up in Ju ne 1948, af ter 
Sta lin ac cu sed Ti to of na ti o na lism and mo ving to ward the po li ti cal right.

19  Gor da na Sto kić Si mon čić and Želj ko Vuč ko vić, “Se ar ching for a Lost Iden tity: Ser bian Li bra ri an ship at the Be gin ning of the 
Twenty-first Cen tury”, Li brary Trends (Li bra ri es in the Post com mu nist World: A Qu ar ter of a Cen tury of De ve lop ment in Cen tral and Ea-
stern Eu ro pe and Rus sia: Part 1, edi ted by Her mi na G. B. An ge le scu) Vo lu me 63, Num ber 2 (Fall 2014): 284–298.  DOI: 10.1353/
lib.2014.0028, ac ces sed May 24th 2018, http://mu se.jh u.ed u/lo gin?auth=0&type=sum mary&url =/jo ur nals/li brary_trends/
v063/63.2.si mon cic.html.

20  Pro jec tion of the De ve lop ment of Li bra ri an ship in SR Ser bia 1971–1980 and Li bra ri an ship De ve lop ment Pro gram 1971–1975 (Bel gra de: 
Re pu blic Union of the Pa rent Li bra ri es of SR Ser bia, 1971), re pre sent the first at tempt and ef fort to de fi ne and de ter mi ne the ba-
sic di rec ti ons of so cial ac tion on the mo der ni za tion and con struc tion of li bra ri an ship in Ser bia as a sin gle and in te gra ted system.
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im me di a tely af ter the Se cond World War. Bet we en the fo un ders and the most pro mi nent mem-
bers of the new as so ci a tion we re Mi li ca Pro da no vić, Mi li ca Vo jino vić, Ljud mi la Mi ha i lo vić, Ire-
na Ste fa no vić, Ivan ka Pi le tić, Smi lja Mi šić, Rad mi la Čo la ko vić, Lju bi ca Mar ko vić... Bu ilt on the 
ex pe ri en ce of li bra ri ans from the pre vi o us pe riod, the Ser bian Li brary As so ci a tion, as its most 
im por tant task, proc la i med the cre a tion and nur tu ring of pro fes si o nal staff at a ti me when li-
bra ri es are be ing ra pidly esta blis hed in the co un try. The la unch of a pro fes si o nal jo u r nal and 
a se con dary school for li bra ri ans to ok pla ce wit hin 2–3 years af ter the esta blis hment of the 
As so ci a tion, and this ef fi ci ency can be ex pla i ned by con ti nu o us work and pur su ing the sa me 
ob jec ti ves.

In 1949, the for merly for med pro fes si o nal as so ci a ti ons of Ser bia, Cro a tia and Slo ve nia fo un-
ded new Yugo slav Li brary As so ci a tion (YLA), which jo i ned IFLA in 1950.21 In 1954 (Sep tem ber 
27 – Oc to ber 1), at the YLA in vi ta tion, the 20th Co un cil of IFLA was held in Za greb „which was 
at ten ded by 55 de le ga tes from 25 as so ci a ti ons – mem bers, re pre sen ting 16 co un tri es and 4 in-
ter na ti o nal or ga ni za ti ons” (UNE SCO, FID, FAO, AIBM), „and 12 ob ser vers”. It was at ten ded by 
6 de le ga tes from Yugo sla via, and Ser bia was re pre sen ted by Mi li ca Pro da no vić, ma na ger of the 
Uni ver sity Li brary in Bel gra de.22

By the end of the fif ti es of the last cen tury, the re we re no Ser bian con tri bu tors at IFLA 
con gres ses, but it is well known that at the me e ting in Ma drid (1958) SLA was re pre sen ted by 
„Lju bin ka Jo va no vić se ni or li bra rian at the Uni ver sity Li brary in Bel gra de”,23 whi le in War saw 
in 1959, Ol ga Mi le no vić, Mi li ca Pro da no vić and Lju bin ka Jo va no vić at ten ded and per for med 
cer tain du ti es. Ol ga Mi le no vić, a li bra rian from the Bel gra de The a ter Mu se um, which was de le-
ga ted by the Fo re ign Re la ti ons Com mis sion, ac ti vely par ti ci pa ted in the work of the Sec tion for 
The a ter Li bra ri es, whi le Lju bin ka Jo va no vić „was the sec re tary of the com mis sion for ex chan ge 
of pu bli ca ti ons du ring its work and par ti ci pa ted in the edi to rial bo ard”.24 

In the six ti es of the 20th cen tury, YLA and its mem bers we re not lar gely re pre sen ted at IFLA 
me e tings and con fe ren ces, with the ex cep ti on of Cro a tian re pre sen ta ti ves, most no tably Eva Ve-
ro na, who had sig ni fi cant re spon si bi li ti es and who, in Co pen ha gen in 1969, was en tru sted with 
„the ge ne ral edi to rial bo ard of in ter na ti o nal ru les for ca ta lo gu ing.”25 

The next de ca de has ma de the most fru it ful co o pe ra tion of YLA and SLA with IFLA. Na mely, 
the num ber of de le ga tes at ten ding con fe ren ces du ring this pe riod was re du ced, but a con si de ra-
ble num ber of re ports we re pre sen ted.

At the Con gress in Li ver pool, in 1971, the re we re 13 de le ga tes from Yugo sla via, 4 of them 
from Ser bia, of whom even 326 had re ports.27

21  Le po sa va Ču kić i Bra ti sla va Ja nju še vić, „Me đu na rod na fe de ra ci ja bi bli o teč kih udru že nja i in sti tu ci ja– IFLA“, Gla snik Na rod ne bi bli-
o te ke Sr bi je 1, 1 (1999): 327–348, ac ces sed Ju ne 1st 2019, https://www.nb.rs/vi ew_fi le.ph p?fi le_id =491.

22  Slo bo dan Pet ko vić, „Dva de se to za se da nje Sa ve ta Me đu na rod ne fe de ra ci je bi bli o te kar skih druš ta va“, Bi bli o te kar 6, 4 (1954): 267.
23  Lju bin ka Jo va no vić, „Sa sta nak FI AB-a u Ma dri du“, Bi bli o te kar 10, 4 (1958): 321–322.
24  Lju bin ka Jo va no vić, „Dva de set pe ti sa sta nak FI AB-a u Va ša vi“, Bi bli o te kar 11, 3–4 (1959): 241–242.
25  Li di ja Su bo tin, „XXXV za se da nje FI AB-a“, Bi bli o te kar 22, 1 (1970): 78.
26  Rad mi la Ni ko lić-Bog da no vić, „Ulo ga uni ver zi tet skih bi bli o te ka u pro ce su aka dem skog obra zo va nja u Ju go sla vi ji: re fe rat pri pre-

mljen za 37. Ge ne ral nu skupšti nu IFLA-e u Li ver pu lu“, Bi bli o te kar 24, 1/2 (1972): 50–71.
The com ple te bi bli o graphy: lsmael Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers: 1968–1978 (Co pen ha gen: IFLA Cle a ring ho u se; 
The Royal School of Li bra ri an ship, 1979) con ta ins no in for ma tion on this pa per.
Svetislav Đurić, „Bibliotekarstvo u samoupravnom društvu: referat pripremljen za 37. Generalnu skupštinu IFLA-е u Liverpulu“, 
Bibliotekar 24, 1/2 (1972): 33–49.
The com ple te bi bli o graphy A Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers: 1968–1978 con ta ins no in for ma tion on this pa per.
Dra go Vi do vić, „Bu duć nost bi bli o te kar stva i ško lo va nje spe ci ja li sta u bi bli o te kar skoj pro fe si ji: re fe rat pri pre mljen za 37. Ge ne ral nu 
skupšti nu IFLA-e u Li ver pu lu“, Bi bli o te kar 24, 1/2 (1972): 72–80.
Dra go Vi do vić, “The fu tu re of the Li bra ri an ship and the Edu ca tion of Spe ci a list in the Li brary Pro fes sion, in Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy 
of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers: 1968–1978, 24.

27  Dra go Vi do vić, „37. Kon gres IFLA-e u Li ver pu lu“, Bi bli o te kar 24, 1/2 (1972): 218–219.
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In 1972, in Bu da pest at the 38th ses sion of IFLA the fol lo wing de le ga tes from SLA pre sen ted 
the ir works: De san ka Sta ma to vić,28 Pi roš ka Ča ki,29 Đor đe Vla jić30 and Slo bo dan Ko ma di nić31.32

The most mas si ve pre sen ce of YLA mem bers was in Gre no ble in 1973, as many as 20 li bra ri-
ans.33 The main to pic of the ses sion was de di ca ted to bi bli o grap hic con trol. The re we re 6 pre sen-
ta ti ons from Yugo sla via, 4 of which we re from Ser bia.34 In ad di tion, “In a se pa ra te me e ting an 
ini ti a ti ve gro up of li bra ri ans from Me di ter ra nean co un tri es was esta blis hed, in which D. Vi do vić 
to ok part”.35

At the 1976 IFLA Con gress, held in La u san ne, “the Yugo slav Li brary As so ci a tion was pre sen-
ted with 9 ex perts, 4 of which we re from the nar ro wer Ser bia”, pre sen ted 3 pa pers.36 What is al so 
very im por tant to emp ha si ze is that “the con tri bu ti ons, which we re con si de red in the ap pro pri a te 
sec ti ons, we re ge ne rally well re ce i ved” (...), and that “the mem bers of the de le ga tion, in ad di tion 
to the an no un ce ment, par ti ci pa ted in ple nary ses si ons and in the work of the re le vant ex pert 
com mis si ons”.37

The par ti ci pa tion of our re pre sen ta ti ves at IFLA, both in terms of the pa pers pre sen ted and 
the ir par ti ci pa tion in its wor king bo di es, had a gre at in flu en ce on the de ve lop ment of li brary 
the ory and prac ti ce in our co un try and this was re flec ted in the “cho i ce of to pics di scus sed at re-
gu lar pro fes si o nal me e tings, con gres ses / As sembly of the Li brary As so ci a tion of Yugo sla via”, in 
terms of draf ting stan dards for in di vi dual types of li bra ri es, pro blems of uni ver sal bi bli o grap hic 
con trol, ca ta lo gu ing, etc.38 That is so, espe ci ally sin ce IFLA, in its an nual con gres ses and wor king 
bo di es, gat he red an in cre a sing num ber of mem bers and of fe red a wi de va ri ety of par ti ci pa tion 

28  De san ka Sta ma to vić , “The Fu tu re of the Bo ok”, in Re a ding in a Chan ging World, edi ted by Fo ster E. Mo hr hardt (München: Ver lag 
Do ku men ta tion, 1976), 68–76.
De san ka Sta ma to vić, „Bu duć nost knji ge: knji ga i dru ga sred stva ma sov nih ko mu ni ka ci ja“, Bi bli o te kar 24, 6 (1972): 705–714.
De san ka Sta ma to vic, “The fu tu re of the Bo ok: the bo ok and ot her me dia of mass com mu ni ca tion”, in Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA 
Con fe ren ce pa pers…, 29.

29  Pyro ska S. Csa ki, “The Hun ga rian bo ok in Voj vo di na”, in Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers…, 25.
30  Djo r dje Vla jić, ”Re a ding ha bits cre a te re a ding ne eds”, in Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers…, 30.
31  Slo bo dan Ko ma di nić, “The re a ding and bi bli o graphy in Yugo sla via” in Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers…, 27.
32  Rad mi la Ni ko lić-Bog da no vić, „38. za se da nje FI AB-a u Bu dim peš ti“, Bi bli o te kar 24, 6 (1972): 773–774.
33  Ču kić i Ja nju še vić, „Me đu na rod na fe de ra ci ja bi bli o teč kih udru že nja i in sti tu ci ja – IFLA“: 327–348.
34  Slo bo dan M. Ko ma di nić, “Cur rent ab stract on so cial sci en ces in Bal kan co un tri es“, in Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce 

pa pers…, 33.
Rad mi la Ni ko lić-Bog da no vić, „Uni ver zal na bi bli o graf ska kon tro la i uklju či va nje uni ver zi tet skih bi bli o te ka u na ci o nal ne si ste me in for-
ma ci ja: re fe rat odr žan na 39. za se da nju IFLA-e – Pod sek ci ja za uni ver zi tet ske bi bli o te ke, Gre nobl, 1973.”, Bi bli o te kar 25, 5/6 (1973): 
549–557.
Rad mi la Ni ko lić-Bog da no vić, “Uni ver sal Bi bli o grap hic Con trol and the In clu sion of Uni ver sity Li bra ri es in Na ti o nal In for ma tion 
Systems” in Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers…,34.
Dra go Vi do vić, „O raz vo ju upo red nog bi bli o te kar stva u Ju go sla vi ji: re fe rat pod net na 39. za se da nju IFLA-e u Gre no blu, 1973“, Bi bli-
o te kar 25, 5/6 (1973): 594–600.
Dra go Vi do vić, “Pro blems in the De ve lo ping of Com pa ra ti ve Li bra ri an ship in Ju go sla via“, in Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe-
ren ce pa pers…, 36.
Lji lja na Br ko vić, „Uni ver zal na bi bli o graf ska kon tro la i za kon ska pod lo ga za iz ra du na ci o nal ne bi bli o gra fi je: re fe rat pod net na 39. za-
se da nju IFLA-e u Gre no blu, 1973“, Bi bli o te kar 25, 5/6 (1973): 543–548.
Lji lja na Br ko vić, “The Uni ver sal Bi bli o grap hic Con trol and Le gal Ba sis for the Com pi la tion of the Na ti o nal Bi bli o graphy“, in Ab dul la hi, 
А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers…,31.

35  Dra go Vi do vić, „39. za sje da nje IFLA u Gre no blu”, Bi bli o te kar 25, 5/6 (1973): 768–769.
36  Pe ru ni ka Po po vić-Ći ćić, „Ulo ga bi bli o te ka za fi zič ku kul tu ru u bi bli o teč ko-in for ma ci o nom si ste mu u Ju go sla vi ji”, Bi bli o te kar 28, 5 

(1976): 562–566.
Pe ru ni ka Po po vić-Ći ćić, “The ro le of the li brary for physi cal cul tu re wit hin the li brary in for ma tion system in Yugo sla via”, in Ab dul la hi, 
А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers…, 49.
Dra go Vi do vić, „Sa dr žaj i glav ni prav ci is tra ži vač kog ra da u pod ruč ju bi bli o te kar stva: in for ma ci je“, Bi bli o te kar 28, 5 (1976): 557–561.
Dra go Vi do vić, “Main di rec ti ons and con test of li brary re se arch in Yugo sla via“, in Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce 
pa pers…,50.
Bo go mi la Živ ko vić, „Re fe ral na de lat nost u mre ži bi bli o te ka”, Bi bli o te kar 28, 5 (1976): 549–556.
Bo go mi la Živ ko vić, “Re fer ral ser vi ces in li brary net works“, in Ab dul la hi, А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers…, 50.

37  „Iz veš taj o 42. Za se da nju IFLA-e od 23–28. av gu sta 1976. Lo za na“, Bi bli o te kar 28, 5 (1976): 702–704. 
38  Ču kić i Ja nju še vić, „Me đu na rod na fe de ra ci ja bi bli o teč kih udru že nja i in sti tu ci ja – IFLA“: 327–348.
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op por tu ni ti es. Pro jects such as the Uni ver sal Ac ces si bi lity of Pu bli ca ti ons, Uni ver sal Bi bli o grap-
hic Con trol and In ter na ti o nal Stan dards for the De scrip tion of Li brary Ma te rial ha ve ma de it a 
le a der and chi ef stra te gist in the de ve lop ment of world li bra ri an ship. In ad di tion, it de mon stra-
ted po li ti cal ne u tra lity and in ter na ti o na lism, which was al so ma ni fe sted in co o pe ra tion with so-
ci a list co un tri es and so-cal led co un tri es of the Third World: the most mas si ve gat he ring in hi story 
the re to fo re was held in Mo scow in 1970, brin ging to get her 747 li bra ri ans from dif fe rent parts of 
the world. In 1974, IFLA had abo ut 600 mem bers from 100 co un tri es.39 A year la ter, half of the 
mem ber sta tes we re mem bers of the Non-Alig ned Mo ve ment.40 

Con clu sion

En co u ra ged by the in cre a sing pre sen ce and par ti ci pa tion of Ser bian li bra ri ans in va ri o us ac-
ti vi ti es of IFLA, the aut hors of this pa per so ught to shed light on the early de ca des of col la bo-
ra tion bet we en the in ter na ti o nal pro fes si o nal or ga ni za tion and the Ser bian Li brary As so ci a tion. 
By now, it has been com ple tely unk nown to the pro fes si o nal pu blic that the Yugo sla vian Li brary 
As so ci a tion be ca me a mem ber of IFLA as early as 1932 and that the co o pe ra tion bet we en the 
two or ga ni za ti ons is mo re than eight de ca des long. With the ex cep ti on of the pe riod 1939–1948, 
when IFLA it self su spen ded work due to World War II, this co o pe ra tion con ti nued to grow un til 
the last de ca de of the 20th cen tury.

The de ve lop ment of li bra ri an ship in Ser bia be fo re and af ter World War II was mar ked by 
at tempts to esta blish strong links with the in ter na ti o nal pro fes si o nal com mu nity and to stren-
gthen the iden tity of pro fes si o nals in the co un try. But it was al so mar ked by the in ter nal po li ti cal, 
eco no mic and ide o lo gi cal cir cum stan ces that led to a slight stag na tion in the last qu a r ter of a 
cen tury, fol lo wed by the col lap se of all that had been ac hi e ved. Ho we ver, this pa per de als with 
a pe riod that the aut hors con si der to be a ti me of ri se, growth, in ter na ti o na li za tion and in ter-
na ti o nal vi si bi lity. The pe riod that fol lo wed is com plex and un der-re se ar ched in many ways, and 
sho uld be su bject to spe cial analysis.

 

Bi bli o graphy:

1. Ar chi ve of the Uni ver sity Li brary „Sve to zar Mar ko vić” in Bel gra de. Ar chi ve of the Yugo sla vian Li brary 
As so ci a tion.

2. IFLA Ar chi ve.
3. 75th an ni ver sary broc hu re, 1927-2002. Ac ces sed Ok to ber 10th 2019. https://www.ifla.org/fi les/as sets/hq /

hi story/ifla_2002_broc hu re.pdf.
4. Ab dul la hi, lsmael. А Bi bli o graphy of IFLA Con fe ren ce pa pers: 1968–1978. Co pen ha gen: IFLA Cle a ring ho u-

se; The Royal School of Li bra ri an ship, 1979.
5. Ba da lić, Jo sip. Ac ces sed July 7th 2019. http://en ci klo pe di ja.hr /na tuk ni ca.aspx?id=5148.
6. Br ko vić, Lji lja na. „Uni ver zal na bi bli o graf ska kon tro la i za kon ska pod lo ga za iz ra du na ci o nal ne bi bli o-

gra fi je: re fe rat pod net na 39. za se da nju IFLA-e u Gre no blu, 1973“. Bi bli o te kar 25, 5/6 (1973): 543–548.
7. Ču kić, Le po sa va i Bra ti sla va Ja nju še vić. „Me đu na rod na fe de ra ci ja bi bli o teč kih udru že nja i in sti tu ci ja – 

IFLA“. Gla snik Na rod ne bi bli o te ke Sr bi je 1, 1 (1999): 327–348. Ac ces sed Ju ne 1st 2019. https://www.nb.rs/
vi ew_fi le.ph p?fi le_id =491.

39  75th an ni ver sary broc hu re, 1927–2002, ac ces sed Oc to ber 10th 2019, https://www.ifla.org/fi les/as sets/hq /hi story/ifla_2002_broc hu-
re.pdf 

40  Jo ac him Wi e der, An Ou tli ne of IFLAs Hi story, ac ces sed Ju ne 1st 2019, https://www.ifla.org/fi les/as sets/hq /hi story/ifla_first_50_re-
pri se.pd f.
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8. Đu ra ši no vić, Bi lja na M. „Druš tvo ju go slo ven skih bi bli o te ka ra: de lo va nje i do me ti“. Či ta liš te: na uč ni 
ča so pis za te o ri ju i prak su bi bli o te kar stva go di na XI II, broj 25 (no vem bar 2014): 2–10. Accessed June 24th 
2019. http://ci ta li ste.rs /ca so pis/br 25/dju ra si no vic_bi lja na.pd f.

9. Đu rić, Sve ti slav. „Bi bli o te kar stvo u sa mo u prav nom druš tvu: re fe rat pri pre mljen za 37. Ge ne ral nu 
skupšti nu IFLA-e u Li ver pu lu“. Bi bli o te kar 24, 1/2 (1972): 33–49.

10. Ilić-Aga po va, Ma ri ja. Jav ne bi bli o te ke. Be o grad: Bi bli o te ka gra da Be o gra da, 2003.
11. „Iz veš taj o 42. Za se da nju IFLA-e od 23–28. av gu sta 1976. Lo za na“. Bi bli o te kar 28, 5 (1976): 702–704.
12. Jo va no vić, Lju bin ka. „Dva de set pe ti sa sta nak FI AB-a u Va ša vi“. Bi bli o te kar 11, 3–4 (1959): 241–242.
13. Jo va no vić, Lju bin ka. „Sa sta nak FI AB-a u Ma dri du“. Bi bli o te kar 10, 4 (1958): 321–322.
14. Ni ko lić-Bog da no vić, Rad mi la. „38. za se da nje FI AB-a u Bu dim peš ti“. Bi bli o te kar 24, 6 (1972): 773–774.
15. Ni ko lić-Bog da no vić, Rad mi la. „Ulo ga uni ver zi tet skih bi bli o te ka u pro ce su aka dem skog obra zo va nja 

u Ju go sla vi ji: re fe rat pri pre mljen za 37. Ge ne ral nu skupšti nu IFLA-e u Li ver pu lu“. Bi bli o te kar 24, 1/2 
(1972): 50–71.

16. Ni ko lić-Bog da no vić, Rad mi la. „Uni ver zal na bi bli o graf ska kon tro la i uklju či va nje uni ver zi tet skih bi bli o-
te ka u na ci o nal ne si ste me in for ma ci ja: re fe rat odr žan na 39. za se da nju IFLA-e – Pod sek ci ja za uni ver-
zi tet ske bi bli o te ke, Gre nobl, 1973.”. Bi bli o te kar 25, 5/6 (1973): 549–557.
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Ме ђу на род на фе де ра ци ја би бли о те кар ских удру же ња и ин сти ту ци ја – IFLA
и про фе си о нал на удру же ња у Ср би ји: пр вих 45 го ди на

Сажетак
Иако данас српски библиотекари на разним нивоима и у различитим видовима узимају активно учешће у раду 
Међународне федерације библиотекарских удружења и институција – IFLA, само ретки међу њима знају да 
професионална сарадња са овом организацијом траје преко 85 година. Премда о међусобној сарадњи сведоче и 
архивска и штампана грађа (како у Србији, тако и у седишту IFLA-e у Хагу), њени домети не само да нису никада 
оцењени, него никада нису представљени ни у хронолошком низу, што би морало претходити евалуацији. 
Успостављање хронологије у сарадњи српских библиотекара са IFLA-ом управо је један од циљева овог рада.
Вишедеценијски професионални односи српских библиотекара са IFLA-ом одвијали су се у различитим 
државним и политичко-економским оквирима: од Краљевине Југославије преко Социјалистичке Федеративне 
Републике Југославије и Савезне Републике Југославије до Републике Србије. У овом раду разматрају се два 
периода, онај између два светска рата и онај који се на њега надовезао, почевши након Другог светског рата и 
достижући врхунац у осмој деценији 20. века.
Сматрајући да је познавање развоја библиотекарства у националним оквирима основа за изградњу 
професионалног идентитета библиотекара, ауторке у овом раду настоје да по први пут осветле аспект сарадње 
са IFLA-ом, као суштински важан за сазревање професионалне самосвести. Имајући у виду да су економске 
прилике и политички утицаји у претходним деценијама отежавали тај процес, оне настоје да им супротставе 
заједничко памћење, заједничке вредности, осећање припадности и самопоштовања као својства идентитета.

Кључне речи: библиотекари, професионална удружења, међународна сарадња, Друштво југословенских 
библиотекара (1931–1940), Библиотекарско друштво Србије (1947–), Међународнa федерацијa библиотекарских 
удружења и институција – IFLA

Примљено: 16. октобра 2019.
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преко Социјалистичке Федеративне Републике Југославије и Савезне Републике 
Југославије до Републике Србије. У овом раду разматрају се два периода, онај између два 
светска рата и онај који се на њега надовезао, почевши након Другог светског рата и 
достижући врхунац у осмој деценији 20. века. 
Сматрајући да је познавање развоја библиотекарства у националним оквирима основа за 
изградњу професионалног идентитета библиотекара, ауторке у овом раду настоје да по 
први пут осветле аспект сарадње са IFLA-ом, као суштински важан за сазревање 
професионалне самосвести. Имајући у виду да су економске прилике и политички утицаји 
у претходним деценијама отежавали тај процес, оне настоје да им супротставе заједничко 
памћење, заједничке вредности, осећање припадности и самопоштовања као својства 
идентитета. 
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библиотекари, професионална удружења, међународна сарадња, Друштво југословенских 
библиотекара (1931–1940), Библиотекарско друштво Србије (1947–), Међународнa 
федерацијa библиотекарских удружења и институција – IFLA 
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